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	“Draft” Minutes

Meeting of October 7, 2009


Stakeholders Present:

Adam Fleenor
Washington County Citizen Participation Organizations, Primary Representative

Ron Garst
Environmental Primary Representative, Tualatin Riverkeepers
Todd Heidgerken 
Water Districts Alternate Representative, Tualatin Valley Water District

Jena Lemke
Citizen at Large Primary Representative 

Michael McMahan
Nurseries, Alternate Representative, Fisher Farms

Jan Miller
Sewer Districts Primary Representative, Clean Water Services

Tom Nygren
Washington County Small Woodlands Association, Primary Representative

Jonathan Schlueter
Business and Industry Primary Representative, Westside Economic Alliance

Ross A. Van Loo
County Primary Representative, Washington County

Dave Waffle 
City Primary Representative, City of Cornelius

Staff Present:

April Olbrich

Coordinator

Guests
 Present:


Seth Chicas

Pacific University TRWC work-study student  

Gerald Kubiak

Washington County Visitors Assn.

Eric Lindstrom
Tualatin Riverkeepers

Avis Newell

Tualatin Basin Coordinator, Oregon DEQ

Sally Puent

Oregon DEQ

Ruthie Reinert

Washington County Visitors Assn.

Brian Wegener
Tualatin Riverkeepers  
Introductions:  The meeting commenced at 7:04 p.m. with introductions.  Introductions included that of Seth Chicas, an Environmental Science student from Pacific University that will be serving as the Council’s intern.
Minutes Approval: The September Council meeting minutes were approved without corrections.  Jan Miller moved to adopt the minutes and Ron Garst seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus.  
Public Comment:  

· Brian Wegener of the Tualatin Riverkeepers noted that volunteers were welcome to help with restoration planting at the Metro site on Munger Lane from 9 a.m. until noon on October 17th.
· It was noted that several SOLV “Clean and Green” events were being held on Saturday, October 10th.
Officer Nominations:  Council coordinator, April Olbrich, requested officer nominations for the upcoming term.  Current officers include Chair Michael McMahan, Vice Chair Ross Van Loo, Co-Secretaries Jena Lemke and Autumn Bryant, and Treasurer Jan Miller.  Although no nominations were made, all present officers expressed interest in continuing to serve as officers for the 2010 term.  Michael will contact Autumn Bryant to see if she is interested in continuing to serve as co-secretary.  Nominations for new officers will be open until the November Council meeting.
Presentation: Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route, Gerald Kubiak (Tour Route Coordinator) and Ruthie Reinert (WCVA Executive Director)

Ruthie Reinert and Gerald Kubiak were present to give the Council an update on the Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route, a 50-mile driving tour route that highlights points of interest, vineyards/wineries, farms, and recreation sites within Washington County.  A number of signs have been added to the route including those that note the agricultural crops that are growing along the tour route (i.e. filberts/hazelnuts) to help promote agribusiness in the county.  The Washington County Visitor’s Association recently conducted a leisure travel profile study that focused on visitors who stayed overnight in the county.  
TRWC Committee Updates:

· Issues Forum Committee: The Climate Leadership Initiative (in conjunction with the University of Oregon’s Institute for a Sustainable Environment) will hold workshops in January and February 2010 to discuss a planning effort that will help prepare for climate change in the lower Willamette River Basin.  Dave Waffle will be representing the Council at the upcoming workshops.  He provided a handout that detailed similar information for the upper Willamette River Basin (March 2009).
· Restoration Committee:  
· Adam Fleenor was elected as Co-chair.
· The committee discussed the Bonneville Environmental Foundation’s recent grant and its grantees.
· Adam Fleenor updated the Council on his project which documents the presence and treatment of Japanese knotweed in the basin. 

· Education and Outreach Committee:  The Education and Outreach Committee has been working on the following items:

· MS PowerPoint Presentation to present to stakeholder groups
· Worldwide Monitoring Day, when water chemistry parameters are measured in local creeks by students, will be held at several schools in the basin.
· SWRP sampling will take place on October 15th, 2009.
Coordinator Report and Updates:

· Adelante Mujeres will be pulling ivy at Rippling Waters on Friday, October 9th.
· Volunteers are needed to help clean-up trash and other rubbish at Doorman Ponds on Saturday, October 10th from 9 a.m. to noon.
· Volunteers are needed to help pull ivy at the Rippling Waters site on Saturday, October 10th.
· A spawning survey training will be held on Saturday, October 17th at Gales Creek Elementary School.  ODFW District Biologist Tom Murtagh will be leading the training.
Presentation: Tualatin Basin TMDL: “Water Quality in a Creek near You: A summary of water quality in the streams of the Tualatin Basin,” Avis Newell (Oregon DEQ)


Avis Newell presented water chemistry information for the mainstem of the Tualatin River as well as a number of tributaries including Gales Creek, East Fork Dairy Creek, mainstem Dairy Creek, Rock Creek and Fanno Creek.  A range of land uses (i.e. forested, rural, agricultural, and urban) and intensities are present within the five subbasins.  Ms. Newell noted that temperature, natural thermal potential and total phosphorus concentrations varied among the five subbasins.   The concentration of total phosphorus within streams is influenced by the background level of natural phosphorus within the subbasin.  As such, each subbasin has a different TMDL target level. Ms. Newell noted that although there have been violations of water quality standards in each of the tributaries, great strides have been made in regards to water quality in the basin over the last 40 years. 
Council and Council Member announcements:
· October 15th, 7 p.m.:  The District Conservationist, Dean Moberg, will speak at Jackson Bottom Wetlands (Adam Fleenor, CPO)
· October 17th: Toilet Round-up at TVWD (Todd Heidgerken, TVWD)
· October 27th, 7 p.m.: A discussion of the hybrid poplar plantation near Boardman, OR will be held at the OSU Extension Office on Walker and 185th (Tom Nygren, Washington County Small Woodlands Association) 

· October 28th, 6;30 p.m.: A discussion of using wetlands to treat effluent and changes to local water treatment plants will be held at the Fanno Creek Brewpub (Tualatin Riverkeepers)

The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jena Lemke

Co-Secretary

Roving Steering Committee member for October 15, 2009:  None 

Refreshments for November 4, 2009 meeting:  Rich Hunter 
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