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	“Draft” Minutes

Meeting of March 3, 2010


Stakeholders Present:

Stephen Cruise
County Alternate Representative, Washington County 

John Driscoll
Environmental Alternate Representative, Tualatin Riverkeepers

Jena Lemke
Citizen at Large Primary Representative 

Jan Miller
Sewer Districts Primary Representative, Clean Water Services

Tom Nygren
Washington County Small Woodlands Association, Primary Representative

Jonathan Schlueter
Business and Industry Primary Representative, Westside Economic Alliance

Carla Staedter
Parks Alternative Representative, City of Tigard

Richard Van Buskirk
Education Primary Representative, Pacific University
Ross A. Van Loo
County Primary Representative, Washington County

Dave Waffle 
City Primary Representative, City of Cornelius

Staff Present:

April Olbrich

Coordinator

Guests
 Present:


Kristel Fesler

City of Hillsboro Water Department
Introductions:  The meeting commenced at 7:08 p.m. with introductions.  

Minutes Approval: A quorum was lacking, so the February 2010 meeting minutes will be approved at the April 2010 Council meeting.  .  
Public Comment: None at this time.
Coordinator Updates:  Council Coordinator, April Olbrich presented the following updates:
· A bank stabilization and secondary stream channel project has been proposed for the lower reach of Gales Creek near and within the Rippling Waters site.  The project has been submitted to OWEB for funding twice and both times it was recommended that the project should not be funded.  The Council will seek other sources of funding for the project.

· Education and Outreach opportunities: Clean Water Festival on Tuesday, April 27th.

· The Xerces Society is putting together a number of Nature in the Neighborhood projects in the Tualatin River basin.

· Shelby, a student from Hillsboro High School, will be working with Minter Bridge Junior High School students on Worldwide Monitoring Day to collect water chemistry data in local waterways.

· The SWCD has received an early detection/rapid response grant to treat weeds and other invasive species.  A weed education will be held in the near future.

· OWEB Small Grant projects include Carter Creek, Elmwood in Metzger, and the Unger Road upland project.  April provided updates on these projects.

Discussion on Council participation and endorsement for Campaign for Water, Parks and Wildlife: The Council discussed the Campaign and whether or not the Council should provide its endorsement.  Groups that have endorsed the Campaign are listed on the Campaign’s website and also in a newsletter.  While the majority of the Council’s funding it provided by lottery funds, some Council members felt the certain stakeholder groups may not agree with the endorsement.  It was discussed whether or not the Council could endorse the Campaign due to our 501(c)(3) status and it was determined that the Council did have that ability.  It was noted that a quorum would be necessary to come to a decision on the endorsement.  As a number of Council members were absent, it was decided to revisit this topic and possibly vote during the April meeting.
Review and discussion of Council Operating Procedures and Bylaws:  The Council discussed a number of topics covered by the bylaws including audits and stakeholder group positions that are inactive and/or unfilled at the present time.
Mt. Richmond Forested Wetlands update:  Rich Van Buskirk presented information and photos from the Mt. Richmond reed canary grass eradication project funded in part by the OWEB Small Grant Program.  Rich and a number of students from Pacific University conducted the project in a small wetland that is surrounded by forest.  The reed canary grass was mowed and covered with a black weed barrier textile (Lumite) to shade the invasive species.  The textile covering will remain in place for two years and at which time the area will be planted with a native species mix of herbaceous prairie plants.
TRWC Issues Forum Committee Discussion:  The Issues Forum Committee discussed the 2010 issues screening process as well as the list that was generated of potential issues in 2010.  The list has a description of each of the issues.
TRWC Committee Updates:

· Education and Outreach: The Committee is working with Clean Water Services on a tour of the basin.  Two half-day tours will be held in May and/or June.  
· Restoration and Enhancement: The Committee discussed the need for a more directed approach to restoration and enhancement activities and discussed the need for carefully defined goal statements.
Member Announcements and Updates:
· The Washington County Small Woodlands Native Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, March 13th at Bales Thriftway.
· Kristel Fesler of the City of Hillsboro Water Department provided information on the recent issues at the Wapato Irrigation District that resulted in a taste/odor issue in drinking water last year.  A pump broke this February and the District lacks the funds to fix it.  It is possible that insurance money may cover the repairs.

· John Driscoll of the Tualatin Riverkeepers that James Davis of Metro had been added to the trip list for kayak tours/trips on the Tualatin.

· An ivy pull will be occurring on April 17th in Tigard- contact Carla Staedter for more details.

· Carla Staedter also noted that four students at Tigard High School recently started a group which will work towards keeping plastic out of local waterways.
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jena Lemke

Secretary

Refreshments for April 7, 2010 meeting:  Ron Garst
Roving Steering Committee member for March 18, 2010:  Stephen Cruise
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