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	“Draft” Minutes

Meeting of March 4, 2009


Stakeholders Present:

Stephen Cruise
County Alternate Representative, Washington County 
John Driscoll
Environmental Alternate Representative, Tualatin Riverkeepers

Ron Garst
Environmental Primary Representative, Tualatin Riverkeepers
Jena Lemke
Citizen at Large Primary Representative 

Michael McMahan
Nurseries, Alternate Representative, Fisher Farms

Jim Meierotto
Water Districts Primary Representative, Tualatin Valley Water District

Jan Miller
Sewer Districts Primary Representative, Clean Water Services

Tom Nygren
Washington County Small Woodlands Association, Primary Representative

Jonathan Schlueter
Business and Industry Primary Representative, Westside Economic Alliance

Kevin Smith
Parks Primary Representative, City of Hillsboro

Carla Staedter
Parks Alternative Representative, City of Tigard

Dave Sweeney
Industrial Forestry Primary Representative, Stimson Lumber Co.

Rich Van Buskirk
Education Primary Representative, Pacific University

Ross A. Van Loo
County Primary Representative, Washington County

Dave Waffle 
City Primary Representative, City of Cornelius

Greg White
Citizen at Large Alternate Representative

Staff Present:

April Olbrich

Coordinator

Guests
 Present:


Bob Baumgartner
Clean Water Services 

Kristel Fesler

City of Hillsboro Water Department 

Tom Murtagh

ODFW District Fish Biologist 
Introductions:  The meeting commenced at approximately 7:00 p.m. with introductions.  

Minutes Approval:  The February 4th, 2009 Council meeting minutes were approved without corrections.  Ron Garst moved to adopt the minutes and Jan Miller seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus.  
Public Comment:
· Jonathan Schlueter, of the Westside Economic Alliance, noted that the California Governor’s Office issued a press release in regards to a 20% reduction in water use due to drought conditions within the state.  Water shortages within California have caused significant economic and environmental impacts.

· Kristel Fesler, of the City of Hillsboro Water Department, noted that a tour of the Joint Water Commission facilities will be held on March 13th at 3:30 p.m.  Photo identification is required to participate in the tour.  Interested participants can meet at Clean Water Services to carpool.

Presentation: Gales Peak Deflection Berm; Dave Sweeney, Stimson Lumber Company.
Dave Sweeney presented information on the Gales Peak Deflection Berm construction work which earned the Stimson Lumber Company and Big Horn Logging an ODF Cooperator of the Year Award.  This project was conducted in the Nordgren Area which was acquired by Stimson in 2001.  Approximately 30% of a 68 acre unit could not be logged due to steep slopes within the unit with a dwelling down slope of the proposed area to be logged.  An independent geotechnical evaluation of the site noted that the area in question could slide regardless of whether the unit was logged or not.  Constructing a deflection berm that would redirect debris in the event of a slope failure was proposed to allow logging of the area while protecting the dwelling.  The construction of the berm would change the risk factor from “substantial” to “low.”  The berm, including a culvert to protect a domestic water supply, was constructed at Stimson’s expense and the area was logged.  The private landowner will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the culvert.
Presentation:  A view of the Tualatin Basin from a fisheries perspective; Tom Murtagh, ODFW District Biologist.
Tom Murtagh presented information in regards to fish populations within the Tualatin River Basin.  Tom noted which native and non-native fish species were known to occur in the basin, as well as those that may enter the system as they are known to be present in the Willamette River. Tom noted that a number of anthropogenic factors are affecting the quantity and quality of fish habitat within the basin.   Restoration activities including the addition of large woody debris to upstream reaches within the basin as well as habitat enhancement within Hagg Lake were also discussed.  After the presentation, April presented Tom with a Council recognition for his ongoing support of the Council’s activities and his contribution to the watershed.

Council Committee reports:
· Issues Forum Committee:  The Issues Forum Committee noted that the meeting “Investing in the future of Oregon’s energy supply” including representatives from NW Natural and the Palomar Pipeline has been scheduled for Mach 19th.   The meeting will be held from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. and is being sponsored by the Westside Economic Alliance as part of their Breakfast Forum Series.  A series of questions will be posed to the representatives during the meeting.  Those interested in submitting questions should contact April, Jonathan, or other members of the Issues Forum Committee.   It was also noted that Mike Dahlstrom will be present at the April 1st Council meeting to discuss the Urban and Rural Reserves Program.   A brief discussion of the benefit of the Committee’s screening process was also held at this time.
· Education and Outreach Committee:  The Education and Outreach Committee has been working on the following items:

· Finalizing the 2007-2008 TRWC Annual Report
· Restoration and Enhancement Committee: The Restoration and Enhancement Committee has been working on the following items:
· Formulating a work plan for the coming months

Coordinator Report and Updates
Council and Council Member announcements:
· Carla Staedter, with the City of Tigard, noted that a planting of native wildflowers and ferns will be held at Dairy Dell on April 18th.  She also noted that the Tree-for-All event was a success.
· Dave Waffle noted that Michael McMahan provided a great tour of Fisher Farms and offered his thanks to Michael for his efforts.

· Tom Nygren noted that the annual Washington County Small Woodlands Association native plant sale will be held at the Thriftway off of Farmington Road on April 14th.  Native plants can also be ordered online at the association’s website.  The proceeds generated by the native plant sale funds college scholarships.

· Jan Miller noted that judges are still need for the annual SWRP Watershed Summit.  April will provide more information to Council members by e-mail.

 The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jena Lemke

Co-Secretary

Roving Steering Committee member for March 19, 2009:  Ron Garst

Refreshments for April 1, 2009 meeting:  Jonathan Schlueter
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