


TUALATIN RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL



COUNCIL ACTIVITIES’ SUMMARY FOR AUTUMN 2006
Action Item #2A (highest priority):  Promote and implement streambank and riparian restoration.







·  Moonshadow Park Riparian Enhancement Project:  The project, Moonshadow Park, is located on Ash Creek, a tributary of Fanno Creek and is partnership between Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District, neighbors, Beaverton High School Eco-Club student and other volunteers, the OWEB Small Grant program and the Council.  Upcoming fall and winter work days will continue the invasive plant removal work and installation of native plants.  In October 2006 over 600 plants and shrubs and 500 slough sedges were planted by neighbors and volunteers.  This project will complete enhancement of two acres of riparian and uplands areas by May 2007 including maintenance and monitoring two previously enhanced acres. 

· Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project:  The project is located on a 2.7 mile reach of upper West Fork Dairy Creek within L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.  The project is a partnership with Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife, a private streamside owner, the Council and OWEB.  In-stream enhancement activities will follow removal of two high priority culverts in summer 2007.  Volunteers including Council, AmeriCorps and NW Steelheaders’ Tualatin Chapter members surveyed 30 culverts in the park.  OWEB awarded a technical assistance grant to develop plans and design for removing two culverts and replacing a third culvert, stream enhancement activities, and permitting activities.  Additional fund was sought from OWEB in October 2006 to implement the project in summer 2007.
· Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Project: This project is located within a four mile stretch of Gales Creek.  As one of several projects described in the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan, this project’s current focus is removing invasive English ivy.  Volunteers at the October 2006 workday removed 10 cubic yards of invasive English ivy and removed trash.  Future plans include removal of invasive plant species, continued treatment of Japanese knotweed, and planting to increase the number of native plants on the site.  

· Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan:  A summary from Autumn 2006 stream studies was presented at the February Council meeting and then final reports will be shared with landowners.  The Project Manager and consultants have met with landowners about stream enhancement projects including identifying potential funding sources to implement these projects.
· Hall Creek Enhancement Project.  Neighbors and high school volunteers with the Council and SOLV Team-Up program have enhanced two acres of floodplain.  (This creek has a tributary to Hall Creek, a Beaverton Creek tributary, Rock Creek sub-basin).

· Native plant materials were furnished for Council projects (Moonshadow Park) and to landowners on Beaverton Creek, MacKay Creek and for other basin restoration projects.  The Council participates as a partner in the BLM Native Plant Coop Nursery which propagates and grows native plants for restoration projects.  

· Promotion of volunteer basin restoration opportunities through a monthly calendar featured on the Council website. 

· Participation in Lower Willamette West OWEB Small Grant team, a program which funds on the ground restoration projects, includes stream bank and riparian restoration as high priorities in the Lower Willamette West area. 
Action Item #2E (highest priority):  Promote development of management plan for non-indigenous species.

· Participation as a member of the four county Cooperative Weed Management Area group.

· Mapped knotweed and English ivy locations in a five mile reach of lower Gales Creek as part of implementation of Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan.  Tualatin SWCD has taken the lead to begin a mapping and treatment for garlic mustard in the reach.  .
Action Item #3 (highest priority): Develop, support and implement a broad-based education/outreach program focusing on reducing non-point source pollution and improving protection and management of riparian areas.

· Council outreach event - A Watershed Event-2005 and the Council videos (copies available from the Council office) focused on how citizens can get reduce non-point source pollution and improve protection and management of riparian areas.
· Participation as member of Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) which a) funds and promotes Naturescaping programs in the Tualatin River watershed; b) funds six annual Will Hornyak, (a storyteller who focuses on watershed health) presentations for selected Tualatin Basin elementary schools; and c) has developed a media campaign for awareness about pet and waterfowl excrement and its effects on water quality.
Action Item #9 (highest priority):  Expand existing watershed monitoring programs to broaden citizen involvement and to create greater awareness.

· Sponsorship of a Gales Creek’s monitoring project through the Student Watershed Research Program.  Forest Grove High School biology classes began their 2006-2007 monitoring in October 2006.
Action Item #5 (higher priority):  Establish a Tualatin Watershed Resource Collection and website.

· Council updated website includes new features such as watershed resources for landowners, watershed assessments and a “just for kids” section.
· Updated Council brochure promotes resources available.
Action Item #10 (higher priority):  Promote recreation experiences that foster watershed stewardship.

· Opportunities are listed on a monthly calendar featured on the Council website. 

Action Item #2E (high priority):  Improve fish passage at identified priority artificial obstructions.


· Award of grant to modify a fish passage barrier structure and provide stream enhancements on Murtaugh Creek, a tributary of East Fork Dairy Creek in partnership with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and a private landowner.  Design work will begin Autumn 2006. 
· Award of a technical assistance grant for design, plan and permitting that will remove two high priority fish barrier culverts and replace a third high priority culvert, located on upper West Fork Dairy Creek within L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.  Submission of October 2006 OWEB Restoration grant application for removal of two culverts, one which is a fish passage barriers.  Restoration project will begin summer 2007, design work completed and permitting work beginning.
· Work with private landowner in removal of a fish passage barrier culvert and installation of a concrete bridge in concert with partners OWEB Small Grant program, Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife Stream Restoration biologist and NW Steelheaders, Tualatin Valley Chapter.  Culverts removed and bridge installed, August – October 2006.
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