August 2006 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

(Funding provided by the Bureau of Reclamation)

1) Current. The Coordinator is requesting review and comments from Council Gales Creek Oversight Committee members on the 2006-08 proposal to be submitted to the Bureau of Reclamation.  The proposal will be submitted early September.
2) The Coordinator and ODFW personnel met with Washington County Land Use and Transportation personnel regarding Washington County permitting requirements for proposed in-stream and other projects.

3) The Coordinator and Ways and Means Committee members are reviewing grant requirements and fall 2006 deadlines for implementing several priority in-stream projects in summer 2007.

4) Kyle Spinks wrote and submitted a “match” restoration grant for Gales Creek properties that will include knotweed treatment.

5) The Coordinator is in the process of preparing and obtaining “letters of understanding and intention” with two landowners on the two priority in-stream project landowners.

6) The Coordinator and Lower Gales Creek Project Manager will meet with Pacific University personnel on collaborating in the Gales Creek sub-basin.

7) Planning for a broader sub-basin Gales Creek conference/gathering for autumn 2006 is in process. 

Upcoming

8) The Coordinator will contact other organizations working in the Gales Creek sub-basin to meet to exchange information, discuss projects and work together and identify on sub-basin issues and funding.

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)

(Technical Assistance funded by Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board)

Current   

1) The Upper West Fork Dairy Creek restoration committee met on August 9th to review and discuss Adolfson Associates’ reports and recommendations.  The committee members recommended removal of two culverts and enhancement of stream reaches on main fork Dairy Creek.  The plan is to submit a grant application for the October 2006 OWEB restoration grant cycle and obtain funding to implement the work in summer 2007.
2) The Coordinator and ODFW personnel met with a private landowner whose property is downstream from the Park property and to discuss stream enhancements on the stream reaches within his property as part of the project. 

3) The Coordinator and ODFW personnel met with Washington County Land Use and Transportation personnel regarding Washington County permitting requirements for proposed in-stream and other projects.

Upcoming 
4) Council partners, members and the Coordinator will be drafting the OWEB restoration grant application.

5) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.
Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan (Funding from Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Small Grant program)

Current  
1) Kyle Spinks will lead the September 16 and 17th volunteer work parties focused on invasive plant removal.

2) Within Moonshadow Park, Clean Water Services is upgrading an existing storm water conveyance ditch that runs through the north slope of the park, in order to accommodate future develop upslope from the park.  Contractors and crews will be removing invasive plants and planting native shrubs and trees next to the existing ditch.
3) THPRD will perform follow-up invasive plant spraying along the park trail areas in late summer 2006.

Upcoming

4)  Upcoming work dates include October 21 (plantings), November 4 (invasive removal), November 11 (planting and mulching) December 9 (planting.).
Hall Creek Restoration Project (in conjunction with SOLV Team Up program)

Current 
1) Kyle Spinks will lead a September 23rd work party that will remove a fence on the property.

2) Additional restoration activities will occur at an October 21st work party.  

3) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program)

Current

1) An agreement for the project between the landowner and the Council was signed.

2) The Coordinator sent out a request for proposal for the design and other work and will meet onsite with landowner, ODFW personnel and the interested consultants on September 1, 2006 to discuss the project.  Proposals from the consultants are due September 15th.
Upcoming

3) Once a consultant is selected, design work will begin this fall.

2007 Tualatin Basin Stakeholder gathering – on hold. 

OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  One grant application was approved.  The Sanders Upland Forest Management requests funding for removal of Scotch broom and re-vegetation of 1.3 acres of uplands, in conjunction with a Tualatin SWCD Enhanced CREP project.
The next application period is November 1-15, 2006.  

Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Continued oversight, communication and coordination of project manager and consultants about 2006-08 work; 2) Continued and completed updating and modifying Bureau of Reclamation contract/proposal; 3) Worked with Ways and Means Committee on review of the BASF grant; 4) Reviewed grant requirements for various grants on appropriate grants for funding of priority in-stream projects; 5) continued work on letter agreement of intent between Council and landowners for priority in-stream projects; 6) Met with Washington County LUT staff regarding permitting process for projects; 7) Administered BOR contract.  

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project: 1) Prepare for and facilitate technical committee meeting on Adolfson Associates findings and next steps; 2) Prepare, review and send out August 9, 2006 committee minutes; 3) Met with private property owner adjacent to Park property regarding interest and participation in stream enhancement project; 4) Followed up with information to landowner; 5)  Met with Washington County LUT personnel regarding Washington County permitting for restoration project; 6) Received OWEB technical assistance grant funds and paid Adolfson Associates invoice.  

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project: 1) Met onsite with landowner to discuss landowner agreement; 2)  Sent out Request for Proposal to consultants; 3) Coordinated onsite visit for consultants and grant agency personnel; 4) Met with Washington County LUT personnel regarding Washington County permitting for project.
OWEB Small Grants: 1) Deer Creek School Restoration Project: Completed and submitted required OWEB reports and fiscal information for grant completion.
2)  Bateman Creek Culvert Replacement Project: Obtained 60% funding for the projects, met with landowner on payment of expenses, meetings onsite with landowner, ODFW personnel and volunteer on project progress.  3)  Five Oak Savannah Restoration.  Coordinated review of revised grant application, revised grant agreement and forwarded necessary documents to OWEB.  4) Sanders Upland Forest Management Project.  Coordinated project team review of grant application.
Coordinated grant agreements; provided information to interested landowners, contacted past grantees for submittal of year two reports; coordinated grant application packets and review deadlines for grant team.  

BLM Native Plant Coop:  Nothing new.

Funding Council projects and capacity:  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Met with Bobby Cochran, CWS, re: priority stream reaches. (8/03)

· Attended TB-PAC meeting discussion included pet waste campaign. (8/04)

· Prepared for and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting. (8/21)

· Met with new member Brenda Bateman for council orientation. (8/22)
· Met with new member John Driscoll for council orientation.  (8/31)
· Prepared for and met with small Council member group and Vergie Ries and Patty Miller on Council Organizational Self-Evaluation process for September Council meeting. (8/15; 8/29)
· Prepared information for Council information for Statewide Watershed Council Atlas; 

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.

August Thanks

Special thanks to LeeAnn Kriegh for her invaluable editing skills and expertise.

Also special thanks to Vergie Ries, Patty Miller, Ross VanLoo, Tom Nygren, Lois Hornberger and Jan Miller for their assistance with the Council Self-Evaluation process.
Thanks to Bernadette Graham-Hudson and Paul Johnson for their invaluable technical assistance and advice on a number of projects. 

Thanks to all the Council members and partners for all their help on projects and tasks they faithfully perform.
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