July 2006 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

(Funding provided by the Bureau of Reclamation)

1) Current  The Coordinator is working with Swanson Hydrology and Geomorphology, Ric Balfour and others in drafting scopes of work which include design and permitting elements for inclusion in the Bureau of Reclamation reimbursement contract.  

2) Tualatin SWCD is submitting an Oregon State Weed Board application for garlic mustard mapping and treatment in the four-mile Gales Creek stream reach.  Tualatin SWCD and the Council are partnering on the project.  Ric Balfour will oversee and direct the work for the Council.  Garlic mustard is an aggressive plant that was located on two properties in the reach.  This project will inventory and map the reach and treat the weed.

3) Planning for a broader sub-basin Gales Creek conference/gathering for autumn 2006 is in process. 

Upcoming

4) The Council and other groups working in the Gales Creek sub-basin will meet to exchange information, discuss projects and work together on sub-basin issues and funding.

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)

(Technical Assistance funded by Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board)

Current   

1) The July 5 Council meeting toured the state park and learned more about the technical assistance work being performed.

2) The Coordinator participated with an ODFW fish electro-shocking crew on the main stem of West Fork Dairy Creek below and above the culvert.  The ODFW crew also surveyed on a tributary stream on which a second culvert slated for removal is located.  

3) The Council is working with Adolfson and Associates on preparation of plans and specification for removal of two culverts, replacement of a third culvert and stream enhancement in a 2.7 mile reach, using the technical assistance grant funds awarded to the Council.  The technical assistance committee will meet in early August with Chip Andrus, Adolfson and Associates regarding design recommendations for the culvert removals and replacement. 

Upcoming

4) Council partners and members will begin to draft a plan to identify and obtain monies for grant and grant matches needed to implement the design and specifications resulting from the technical assistance grant.

5) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.

Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan  (Funding from Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Small Grant program)

Current  
1) A paid crew cut approximately three acres of invasive blackberries in June. 

2) An August 5 work party led by Kyle Spinks will remove blackberry roots on the site.

Upcoming

3)  Over the summer through-fall months, volunteers will dig the blackberry roots remaining after contractors cut canes.  Native plants will be installed in October-November, 2006.

Hall Creek Restoration Project  (in conjunction with SOLV Team Up program)

Current 
1) An upcoming work party will remove a fence on the property and include a neighborhood barbecue.  

2) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project  (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program)

Current

1) The Coordinator met onsite with landowner, ODFW personnel and a volunteer to discuss project issues, timing, etc.

2) A landowner agreement between the landowner and the Council is being reviewed and will signed by the parties.

3) The Coordinator prepared and submitted an interim report for the Salmon Habitat Grant funds.

4) A request for proposal for design for a roughened chute or similar fish passageway is being developed and reviewed.

Upcoming

5) Request for proposal for design will be sent to consultant, received proposals evaluated and a proposal for design selected.  Design work will begin this fall.

2007 Tualatin Basin Stakeholder gathering – on hold. 

OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  Two grant applications were approved 1) Five Oak Savannah Restoration Project to manage invasive weed population using managed goat herds and re-establish wildlife habitat through planting native plants; 2) Bateman Creek Culvert Replacement Project to replace a fish passage barrier culvert with concrete slab bridge.  

The next application period is August 1-15, 2006.  

Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Continued oversight, communication and coordination of project manager, consultants with landowner projects; 2) Commenced work on modifying Bureau of Reclamation contract/proposal; 3) Worked with Tualatin SWCD personnel, Project Manager Ric Balfour and Weed Partnership coordinator on Oregon State Weed Board grant application for garlic mustard mapping and control; 
4)  Communicated with Gales Creek property owners on projects;  5) Administered BOR contract.  

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project: 1) Participated with ODFW Electro-shocking crew in main fork Dairy fish electroshocking; 2) Set up August meeting for review and discussion of consultant recommendation on design for culvert removal and replacement; 3) Reviewed consultant billing and submitted to OWEB grant funding request for billing. 

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project: 1) Met onsite with landowner, ODFW personnel and a volunteer to discuss project issues, timing, etc.; 2) Prepared and obtained review for Landowner/Council Agreement and sent to landowner for review and signature; 

3) Prepared and submitted an interim report for the Salmon Habitat Grant funds; 4) Worked with ODFW personnel and volunteer on request for proposal for design for a roughened chute or similar fish passageway and obtained potential consultants’ names.

OWEB Small Grants: 1) Deer Creek School Restoration Project: Contacted and coordinated with landowner, volunteers and consultant to complete and submit required OWEB reports and fiscal information in order to meet grant completion date.

2)  Bateman Creek Culvert Replacement Project: Worked with landowner, ODFW agency personnel and volunteer to complete required notification and fiscal forms for project.  

Coordinated grant agreements; provided information to interested landowners, contacted past grantees for submittal of year two reports; coordinated grant application packets and review deadlines for grant team.  

BLM Native Plant Coop:  Nothing new.

Funding Council projects and capacity:  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

AmeriCorps member:  Provided AmeriCorps member oversight and evaluation.

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Coordinated Council meeting tour of L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park. (7/05)

· Participated in debrief of Invasive Out, Natives In Weed Workshop. (7/07)

· Attended and participated in Vision Action Network meeting for autumn 2006 gathering on sustainability topics. (7/19) 

· Prepared for and led Steering Committee Meeting. (7/20)

· Attended and participated in Washington County Small Woodlands Tree farm of the Year tour. (7/22)

· Met with RCM Homes on potential collaboration and tour on Bronson Creek Wetlands restoration project. (7/28)

· Worked on high speed internet connection to AmeriCorps member computer.

· Supervised work on council member orientation binder, summary for debrief meeting on Invasive Weed Workshop.

· Reviewed and began upcoming work for Council Organizational Self-Evaluation, OWEB 2007-09 watershed council support grant.  

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.

NWSA AmeriCorps Stewardship Activities

Marion Warfield, our NWSA AmeriCorps member was developing a Stream Stewards partnered program whose purpose was to connect volunteers and monitoring and maintenance activities on the cities’ Tree for All sites.  Marion has left the position for a placement closer to Portland due to a family situation.  This program is being discontinued by the Council due to lack of staff for program.
· Attended monthly crew meeting 

· Attended Tualatin River Watershed Council June meeting. (7/05)

· Attended Northwest Service Academy presentations regarding diversity in the environment movement and work place. 

· Led 'Stream Stewardship' Tree for All work party at McKay Creek in North Plains.  250 trees and shrubs were mulched (7/15).   

· Worked on Stream Stewardship presentation for North Plains City Council.

July Thanks

Special thanks to:  Kyle Spinks and Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation Department and Dave Johnson and Oregon Department of Forestry for the van transportation; Terry Moore, Jay Beeks and Mike from Oregon State Parks and Recreation for the tour at L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park; and Chip Andrus for his presentation on the technical assistance work.

Thanks also to Bernadette Graham-Hudson and Paul Johnson for their invaluable technical assistance and advice on a number of projects. 
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