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COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

Action Item #2A (highest priority):  Promote and implement streambank and riparian restoration.







(New)
· The Council will co-sponsor five volunteer workday this fall at Moonshadow Park with Council stakeholder group Tualatin Hills Parks and Recreation District.  The Council has obtained an OWEB Small Grant to assist with removal of invasive plant species and native plant purchases.  Moonshadow Park is located on Ash Creek, a tributary of Fanno Creek. 
(Ongoing)

· The Council is working with Oregon State Parks personnel and consultants to identify potential fish passage barriers and stream restoration and enhancement projects in new state park.  Volunteers are in the process of finishing up the culvert evaluations.  
· The Council has held six volunteer workday at a Gales Creek Highway and Roderick Road site on lower Gales Creek, picking up trash and removing invasive ivy.  

· The Council awarded a $1900 grant for bare root conifer planting stock as part of an ongoing 52-acre reforestation project on the Tualatin River, near its confluence with the Willamette River.  The grant comes from a gift and an OWEB Special Grant award for forest conservation efforts.

· The Council, with the assistance of the Natural Resources Conservation Service staff and Portland State University Environmental Management Masters Degree candidates, will be completing the matrix of Priority Stream Reaches by December 2005.  Once complete, the matrix will be used as a tool to provide a prioritization for restoration and enhancement of main stem and sub-basin stream reaches.

· The Coordinator distributed native plant materials obtained through its Native Plant Coop Nursery participation to individuals and Friends groups in the Basin.  Volunteers have assisted in workdays this past spring at the nursery.  
· The Council compiles and distributes through email a monthly calendar, listing and promoting volunteer educational and restoration opportunities.

· The Council and its partners promote the OWEB small grants program, a program which includes the priorities of streambank and riparian restoration.  The Coordinator serves on the Lower Willamette West team which evaluates and approves these grants.
Action Item #2E (highest priority):  Promote development of management plan for non-indigenous species.

(Ongoing)

· The Council at its August 2004 meeting joined with other partners in a four county Cooperative Weed Management Area by entering into and signing a Memo of Understanding.
· The Council’s scope of work for the Bureau of Reclamation contract includes mapping and removal of knotweed and ivy along lower Gales Creek.
· Tualatin Basin Enhancement Coalition (TBEC), of which the Council is a member, is discussing with its partners a regional approach in dealing with nutria, a non-indigenous species, which often devastate and destroy streambank restoration and enhancement work.
Action Item #3 (highest priority):  Develop, support and implement a broad-based education/outreach program focusing on reducing non-point source pollution and improving protection and management of riparian areas.






(New)
· The Council produced a video describing the Council, past basin history, stakeholder group water-wise practices and projects and how citizens can get involved with watershed stewardship.  The video played on cable access channels.  
· The Council hosted A Watershed Event-2005 on May 14, 2005, in which Council members and partners displayed how their water-wise practices help watershed health, provide opportunities and presentations on how citizens can become watershed stewards, feature special children’s hands-on activities and provide optional afternoon tours.  Filmed and edited footage of the event is playing on the cable access channels.
· An updated Council brochure is available.
· The Coordinator met with Clackamas County Youth Conservation Corps at Fields Creek to talk about both the Council and watershed opportunities and challenges.
· The Coordinator has met with several private landowners to discuss potential OWEB Small Grant projects.
 (Ongoing)
· The Coordinator is working with OSU Watershed Education Master Watershed Stewards Class participants on identifying watershed stewardship projects.
· Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) has established a Naturescaping program in the Tualatin River watershed and has sponsored four classes during the last eight months.  The Coordinator is a member of the committee.  
· The Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) of which the Council is a member, is working on a media campaign for awareness about pet and waterfowl excrement and its effects on water quality.
Action Item #9 (highest priority):  Expand existing watershed monitoring programs to broaden citizen involvement and to create greater awareness.






(Ongoing)
· The Council sponsors a Gales Creeks monitoring project through the Student Watershed Research Project.  The Coordinator met with a Forest Grove High School honors biology class to explain how their water quality monitoring efforts fit in with the implementation of the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan
Action Item #5 (higher priority):  Establish a Tualatin Watershed Resource Collection and website.






(Ongoing)

· The Council updated its website so that it provides easier access to the user.  The updated website is available and has new features such as watershed resources for landowners, watershed assessments and a “just for kids” section.
Action Item #10 (higher priority):  Promote recreation experiences that foster watershed stewardship.






(Ongoing)

· The Council compiles and distributes through email a monthly calendar which lists and promotes volunteer education and stewardship opportunities in the basin.

Action Item #2E (high priority):  Improve fish passage at identified priority artificial obstructions.


· The Coordinator is working with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and a private landowner in obtaining additional funding to modify a structure for fish passage located on Murtaugh Creek.
COUNCIL OPERATIONS UPDATES
The Council received its signed multi-proposal contract from the Bureau of Reclamation for the Lower Gales Creek habitat enhancement work.  Sub-contractors are returning signed contracts and our project manager, Ric Balfour, is beginning outreach work.
The Council’s Americorps application for an Americorps member to develop and implement stewardship groups was accepted.  The Americorps volunteer will work with groups such as civic and school groups to “adopt” a restoration site and promote maintenance and monitoring.
Interviews of interested candidates will begin in August with the position starting in October 2005.
Several PSU students have volunteered to work with the Council to write articles and stories.  Brian Eagle, an OSU environmental science major graduate, is working with the Council this summer as an intern on a basin restoration spreadsheet.  
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