June 2010 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan 
Overview:  The Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan evaluated a four mile stream reach of Gales Creek and identified potential restoration projects, such as in-stream complexity, floodplain connection and riparian within the reach.  Activities and projects are funded in part by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
Projects and Activities:

A.  Riparian and Uplands Invasive Weed Removal and Planting Project on Washington County owned property (Rippling Waters)
Project Description:  The Council and partners have worked on this 20 acre Washington County owned demonstration site since 2004 with community volunteers and Council partner focusing on invasive weed treatment/removal and planting native trees and shrubs.  Funding for the project has included an OWEB Small Grant.  The site has received recognition as a demonstration site for invasive weed removal and restoration activities by the Four County Cooperative Weed Management Area.  
1) NEW:  Garlic mustard treatment through chemical and mechanical means occurred in June,
B.  Student Watershed Research Project – Water Quality Monitoring.  
1)
 Forest Grove High School students and the Student Watershed Research Project will perform water parameter activities during the 2009-2010 school year on several Gales Creek sites.  Students collected sampling information on April 26 2010 and gave presentations at the May 21, 2010 SWRP Summit.  Information gathered is used for trends monitoring. 
C. Spawning Surveys 
1) 
 Spawning survey information for winter steelhead trout redds was collected during Spring 2010.    Spawning survey training will be planned for Fall 2010.
D.  Invasive Plant Species Survey and Treatment
1)
Council member Clean Water Services’ contracted crews continue to treated and re-treated knotweed and garlic mustard in the Gales Creek sub-basin.  
E.  Projects within the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan reach
1) During summer 2009, a private landowner and the Council implemented a project that removed a farm road along the stream and expanded the riparian area, placed large wood in the stream to create more pool habitat benefiting fish, created several amphibian ponds, through an OWEB restoration grant.  2.5 acres of riparian area is currently being planted with native plants, through Tualatin SWCD programs.  The project design was funded through Bureau of Reclamation monies.  The grant term finishes December 31, 2010.
2) The Council working with landowners has obtained a 60% design plans for a secondary channel and bank stabilization.  An OWEB grant application was submitted for the project and was not recommended for funding.  Options will be reviewed to see if and how the work might be implemented.
Other Gales Creek Projects and Activities
1)  Working with landowners Oregon Department of Forestry and Stimson Lumber Co. and partner Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Council was awarded an OWEB restoration grant application that funded placement of 100 logs on a one mile stream reach in the North Fork Gales Creek watershed during Sept 2009.   Hillsboro High School students planted over 1050 conifers at the project site on February 25, 2010.   The Council and ODFW are continuing to monitor the site.  The grant completion date is September 30, 2010.
2)  Working with landowners Oregon Department of Forestry and Oregon Department of Transportation and partner Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Council submitted in October 2009 an OWEB restoration grant application that would fund placement of large wood in a one mile stream in upper Gales Creek. The grant was awarded to the Council and the partners are working together on scheduling and other aspects.
3)  The Council is working with private landowners on securing funding for design and implementation of a project that would remove three road crossings and replace with bridges.  A grant application for bridge design was submitted in December 2009 and the Council was notified that its grant application wasn’t selected.  An OWEB technical assistance grant application for design was submitted April 19, 2010.  NEW:  The Council will contact OWEB in June to see how the proposal ranked.
4)  NEW:  A Dorman Ponds’ clean up workday in partnership with SOLV and other Tualatin Basin groups will be scheduled for September 25.  
OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope. The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established. The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  
The first grant application period was October 15-31, 2009 and the number of applications received and funded spent all the 2009-11 funding provided.  
The Council submitted three small grant applications with its landowner partners: a) wetlands, uplands and riparian project on Carter Creek (Lake Oswego area); b) riparian and uplands project on an Ash Creek tributary (Metzger area); and c) an uplands and wetlands project in the Christensen Creek sub-basin (Unger Road, south of Hillsboro area).  All of the Council applications were approved.
Upcoming Council Outreach Activities:

July 13, 2010:  Presentation to Washington County Commissioners.

July (TBD) 2010:  Presentation to Tualatin National Wildlife Refuge Volunteers

Oct 2010:  Upper Nehalem Watershed Council & the Council will sponsor a Saturday watershed councils’ project tour date.  Date TBD.
Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek Projects: 
A – Rippling Waters invasive plant removal and planting project. Explore possible fall maintenance workdays with Pacific University groups.  
Work with Bureau of Reclamation on new contract.  

Other Gales Creek Projects

1) North Fork Gales Creek project site.  Continue site monitoring.  
2)  Main Stem Gales Creek Large Wood Project.  Begin work with partners on project scheduling, logistics, and Memo of Agreement.
Other projects:  Work with Water Resource Center and Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc. on submission of Upper Fanno Creek technical assistance personnel grant application.

OWEB Small grants:  Work with various landowners on beginning, middle and completion of small grant projects and year two reports.  

Funding Council projects and capacity.  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  Work on 2008-09 TRWC annual report.  
Meetings, outreach and other tasks:
· Participate in Stub Stewart State Park National Trails Day (6/04)

· Participate in TPL mapping session (6/10)
· Meeting with Washington County Fly Fishers about mutual opportunities (6/16)  
· Participate in Native Plant Co-op Workday at Horning Seed Orchard (6/23)

· Participate in Tualatin Basin watershed tour (6/18)
· Prepare for and participate in Council committee meetings. (6/15., 6/16, 6/22 ) and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting (6/17)

· Participate in Hillsboro Farmer’s Market meeting re: “green initiative” outreach day  (6/24)
· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
Out of office for vacation time 6/28-7/05. 
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