May 2006 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan
Current  
1) Stream survey reports are being posted on the Council website.

2) A spawning survey training was held on March 18, 2006 with Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program biologist Jeff Fulop, NW Steelheaders and Trout Unlimited members, and interested landowners.  Due to high water conditions, fewer surveys than anticipated were completed.

3) June 10 Invasives Out, Natives In Invasive Weed Workshop targeting Gales Creek basin and western Washington County landowners is scheduled for June 10th.  Approximately 25 people have registered for the workshop which will be held at the City of Forest Grove Auditorium.  Planning meetings for the workshop began in February, 2006.
4) The “Oversight Committee” met on May 15th regarding “next steps” for potential projects and partnerships in the five mile Gales Creek reach.  Suggestions were offered and approval was given for proposed project and direction.  Partners will meet in the summer regarding sub-basin strategies and coordination to work together in the Gales Creek sub-basin.  

5) Forest Grove High School students gave presentations at the May 2006 SWRP Summit on the results of their 2005-2006 water quality monitoring activities at Gales Creek. 
Upcoming
6) The Coordinator is working with Swanson Hydrology and Geomorphology and Ric Balfour in drafting scopes of work for the Bureau of Reclamation reimbursement contract.  
7) Planning for a broader sub-basin Gales Creek conference/gathering for Autumn 2006 is in process. 
Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)
Current   
1) The Council is working with Adolfson and Associates on preparation of plans and specification for removal of two culverts, replacement of a third culvert and stream enhancement in a 2.7 mile reach, using the technical assistance grant funds awarded to the Council.  The technical assistance committee met May 22nd with Chip Andrus, Adolfson and Associates regarding information gained from the stream survey. 
Upcoming

2) Council partners and members will begin to draft a plan to identify and obtain monies for grant and grant matches needed to implement the design and specifications resulting from the technical assistance grant.
3) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.

Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan
Current  
1) A work party on May 20th cleared invasive weeds along the trail and Ash Creek. 
2) Contracts were signed for a paid crew to cut invasive blackberry in the next several weeks. 
Upcoming
3)  Over the summer through-fall months, volunteers will dig the blackberry roots remaining after contractors cut canes.  Native plants will be installed in October-November, 2006.

Hall Creek Restoration Project

Current 
1) A work party on May 20th mulched previously installed native plants.  

2) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to about 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

2007 Tualatin Basin Stakeholder gathering – on hold. 
OWEB Small Grant program
The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  
The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  Three grant applications were received:   1) Christmas Tree Farm Erosion Control Project to combat erosion by using wood chips with mychorizial fungus and high quality mulch; 2) Five Oak Savannah Restoration Project to manage invasive weed population and re-establish wildlife habitat using managed goat herds; 3) Bateman Creek Culvert Replacement Project to replace a fish passage culvert with concrete slab bridge.  The next application period is August 1-15, 2006.  
Coordinator Activities
Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Finalized stream study reports and posting on Council website; 2) Coordinate with Ric Balfour and committee on invasive weed workshop planning and field site tour – activities include a) coordinating planning meetings; b) contacting speakers and display participants; c) coordinating publicity including posting flyers, press releases, and newspaper ads; d) reviewing mailing list and mailing registration/invitation to Gales Creek stream side owners to attend workshop; e)  working with Oregon Department of Agriculture to obtain recertification credits for pesticide applicator’s license renewal; f) coordinating van transportation for field trip; g) being the registrar for workshop; 3)  Prepared and sent thank you letters for April 22nd SOLV-IT work day and followed up on SOLV paperwork; 4) Coordinated Oversight Committee meeting and presentations with consultants for “next steps” and proposed projects; 5) Continued oversight, communication and coordination of project manager, consultants with landowner projects; 6) Administer BOR contract.  

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project:  1) Distributed stream survey information to technical committee; 2) Coordinated meeting with technical assistance committee on information learned; 3) Followed up on OSPR and TRWC Memorandum of Understanding; 4) Oversight of consultant.  
OWEB Small Grants: 1) Followed up on final payment for Fields Creek project.  2) Confirmed work and invoices on McBride Property grant.  3) Coordinated with landowner, ODFW and technical assistance personnel on for fish passage barrier/culvert removal and bridge replacement issues on privately owned land adjacent to Bateman Creek.  Coordinated and submitted small grant application on May 15th. 4)  Coordinated grant agreements; provided information to interested landowners, contacted past grantees for submittal of year two reports; coordinated grant application packets and review deadlines for grant team.  
BLM Native Plant Coop:  No changes since last report.   Preparing annual grant report.
Funding Council projects and capacity:  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  Worked with Treasurer in filing OWEB third quarter disbursement request.
AmeriCorps member:  Provided AmeriCorps member oversight and evaluation.
Murtaugh Creek grant:  Reviewed contract and grant agreements and discussed provisions with funders; obtain signatures for documents; contacted landowner regarding status; began drafting landowner agreement document; met with technical assistance volunteer regarding development of scope of work proposal and traveled to site.

 Meetings and outreach:
· Attended and participated in Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) meeting focusing on upcoming year’s activities, Naturescaping classes, and pet waste pick-up signs. (5/04)

· Attended VAN annual event. (5/04)

· Attended US Fish and Wildlife Service Wapato Lake open house. (5/04)

· Prepared for and moderated Invasive Weed workshop planning meeting. (5/05, 6/05)
· Attended Tualatin Riverkeepers banquet. (5/06)
· Attended Tualatin SWCD monthly meeting. (5/09)

· Moderated Lower Gales Creek “Oversight Committee” meeting. (5/15)

· Attend and participate in SWRP Summit. (5/19)

· Oversaw AmeriCorps intern leadership of Moonshadow Park work party. (5/20)

· Attend Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve “Tweet of Dreams.” (5/20)

· Moderated upper West Fork Dairy Creek technical assistance committee meeting. (5/22)
· Prepare for monthly Ways & Means, Steering Committee and Council meetings.

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
· Discussed with agency personnel potential culvert replacement project.

NWSA AmeriCorps Stewardship Activities
Marion Warfield, our NWSA AmeriCorps member is developing a Stream Stewards partnered program that will connect volunteers and monitoring and maintenance activities on the cities’ Tree for All site

· Attended Plant Communities workshop held at NWSA.
· Crew Meeting held at Awakenings Yoga and Meditation studio and at People’s Food Co-op.  Hands-on cob making and lots of green building info.

· Site visit with crew leader, Cathy Cibor and council coordinator, April Olbrich.
· Co-led AmeriCorps interns scalping/weeding reed canary grass at Cornelius Tree For All site.

· Organized donations of coffee and doughnuts for Down by the Riverside event at Moonshadow Park.  Participated in DBTR event. (5/20)
· Met with Monica of SOLV to discuss volunteer leadership. 

· Lead first volunteer powered watershed event at Banks Creek Tree for All site in back of Banks Elementary School.  Six volunteers weeded and mulched around 150 trees. (5/27) 

· Distributed fliers for upcoming work parties in North Plains.
Set and planned summer work party events for Banks Creek and MacKay Creek.

Worked on extending stream stewardship opportunities to other websites e.g. PEEP Portland Environmental Engagement Program among others.  Worked on expanding outreach as well as upgrading information and medium such as flyers explaining Stream Stewardship concept w/contact info.
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