



TRWC Restoration & Enhancement Committee Minutes





May 20, 2009

Present: Stephen Cruise, Ron Garst, Rhyan Grech, Rich Hunter, April Olbrich, Ross Van Loo

1) Comments/additions to Willamette Synthesis map created by The Nature Conservancy.  Rich would like additional input on the map, as future funding may include this information as screening criteria.  Rich will bring to June Council meeting.

2) The members discussed priorities and prioritization process including review of the Willamette sub-basin priorities, Tualatin watershed functions and narrative.  The philosophy in the narrative document emphasized “preserve the best, restore the rest.”  There was discussion regarding where & what was “high value, intact” habitat systems that was being preserved and also used as a reference standard to measure restoration efforts to.  Note: CWS and ABR have recently been compiling information about low elevation, low gradient valley floor reference sites for macroinvertebrates and water quality.  This work is addressing 2 questions: 1) where are the best of the best sites in this highly modified habitat type? And; 2) do islands of high quality riparian vegetation have a localized influence on macroinvertebrate communities in these sites?

Discussion focused on doing “the right things” that would produce the desired outcomes.  For example, a more immediate outcome is removal of a fish passage barrier that provides access to several miles of a high quality habitat versus a longer term action such as planting conifers to provide both shade and large wood recruitment in streams, 30-50 years range.

The committee discussed that it wanted to prepare a “prioritized programmatic” list that would be basin-wide, but also wanted at the next several meetings to provide ideas on several strategies/priorities, such as flow restoration, fish passage blockages on private lands, etc..  

Ron Garst volunteered to work on a proposal that would include the prioritized programmatic concept which we will discuss in June.

Updates:  Stephen Cruise discussed the road stabilization project on Gales Creek      Road downstream of the Council Rippling Waters project that included soil anchoring.  The work is outside of the riparian area and is a fairly new technique.

Stephen also discussed passage barrier culverts (Plentywater, Campbell) in East Fork Dairy Creek & (White Creek) Gales Creek sub-basins.  Washington County will be working on bridge installation in the Beaver Creek sub-basin of Gales Creek this summer.  Rich and April provided other Gales Creek project updates.

The committee members wanted to continue the third Tuesday meeting date, but also had interest in council and council member project tours.

At the June meeting, the committee will review a write up on monitoring and maintenance write-ups; the continue the discussion on prioritization and review one area, and prepare to report back to the Council at the July meeting on progress on the restoration and enhancement strategies of the Strategic Plan.
Rich brought examples on monitoring/maintenance.  Ron suggested using different monitoring criteria for fish passage projects that will be incorporated in future projects.

