March 2006 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan
Current  
1) Consultants reports are being finalized and will be posted on the Council website.

2) A spawning survey training was held on March 18, 2006 with Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program biologist Jeff Fulop, NW Steelheaders and Trout Unlimited members, and interested landowners.  Starting in April through mid-May and dependent upon safe stream conditions, volunteers following ODFW procedures, will walk the stream weekly and note spawning and wildlife activities.  Ric Balfour, project manager, will collect and compile information, coordinate the weekly walks with volunteers and keep landowners in the loop.  The story about the training will be on the TRWC website and (we hope) featured in the local newspapers and fishing publications.
3) May 6 Invasive Weed Workshop for Gales Creek basin landowners and community event is being planned with the Council partners.  The workshop entitled Rural Living and Dealing with Weeds or “How not to waste your time and $ on weeds” will be held at the City of Forest Grove Auditorium and include presentations and tours.
4) Following a Lower Gales Creek restoration committee meeting, a prioritization list of projects was developed.  Consultants are currently working with the project manager to develop potential projects and address limiting factors for a presentation of “next steps” to the Gales Creek “oversight committee” in late April or early May.

5) Awaiting results from ‘Native Fish Initiative pre-proposal’ submitted for knotweed treatment of whether a proposal will be requested.
Upcoming
6) In conjunction with “next steps” (#4 above), the project manager and the coordinator will meet with landowners to share information on the studies and work with them on identifying funding and other means to implement projects.

7) The Council and Tualatin SWCD are planning a SOLV-IT April 22 volunteer workday led by Ric Balfour at the Gales Creek Highway and Roderick Road site.  The work day will focus on picking up trash and working on invasive weed removal.

8) Forest Grove High School students will be performing water quality monitoring through the SWRP program in April 2006.

9) Planning for a broader sub-basin Gales Creek conference/gathering is in process. 
Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)
Current   
1) The Council will be working with Adolfson and Associates on preparation of plans and specification for removal of two culverts, replacement of a third culvert and stream enhancement in a 2.7 mile reach, using the technical assistance grant funds awarded to the Council.  A contract is in the process of being drafted.  Work will commence following contract signing.
2) The Coordinator attended a meeting to review Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department’s draft trail plan and submitted comments. 

Upcoming

3) Council partners and members will begin to draft a plan to identify and obtain monies for grant matches needed to implementing the design and specifications resulting from the technical assistance grant.
4) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.

Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan
Current  
1) Kyle Spinks led a work party on March 18th of five neighbors to plant ferns and shrubs along the trail where previous work parties had cleared blackberries over the last winter.

2) A Memo of Understanding is in process between THPRD and TRWC and will lead to entering into contracting with a paid crew to cut invasive blackberry.
Upcoming
3)  Over the spring-through-fall months, volunteers will dig the blackberry roots remaining after contractors cut canes.  Native plants will be installed in October-November, 2006.

Hall Creek Restoration Project

Current 
1) Kyle Spinks led a SOLV project in February to plant the remaining 0.3 acres of the restoration site.  Approximately 200 plants were installed and mulched on either side of the stream.

2) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to about 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

Northwest Service Academy Americorps Member
Marion Warfield, our NWSA AmeriCorps member is developing a Stream Stewards partnered program that will connect volunteers and monitoring and maintenance activities on the cities’Tree for All site.  (See update under Stewardship Coordinator report.)

BLM Native Plant Coop  
Plants were delivered to and planted by Friends group and other interested landowners.  A repotting party will be held on April 6 at the Horning Nursery.  Seed collection activities need to begin.
2007 Tualatin Basin Stakeholder gathering

The Council submitted a pre-proposal to Tualatin Valley Water Quality Endowment Fund to assist with a spring 2007 conference, but was not asked to submit a proposal.
OWEB Small Grant program
The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  
The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects. The next application period is May 1-15, 2006.  
Coordinator Activities
Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Submitted grant application pre-proposal under Native Fish Initiative grant for invasive species treatment and riparian restoration; 2)  Working with project manager and consultants to finalize stream study reports; 3)  Attended, provided minutes for March 3rd meeting for prioritization of projects and coordinating “next steps” from meeting; 4) Followed up with Ihler Creek owners about spawning survey participation; 5) Assisted with organizing and coordinating with Ric Balfour on spawning survey training and attended training; 6) Coordinating with Ric Balfour on invasive weed workshop planning and event; 8) Discussed with Banks Boy Scout Eagle Scout project  as part of April 2006 SOLV-It volunteer workday; 9) Made inquires for additional SWRP monitoring site on Gales Creek; 10) Administer BOR contract.  

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project:  1) Visited site with committee members to evaluate stream habitat on upper section and culvert removal; 2) Organized, led and provided minutes from March 14th Upper West Fork Dairy Creek restoration committee meeting; 3) Followed up with consultants on committee questions; 4) Coordinated committee consensus on choosing consultant for work; 5)  Followed up with consultants, state parks personnel on contract, timing, etc.; 6) Attended comment meeting on Draft Trail plan and submitted comments.  
OWEB Small Grants:  Met with Lory Duralia to finalize grant paperwork completion.  Submitted first request for funding on McBride grant.  Followed up on fish passage barrier/culvert removal and bridge replacement for private landowner on Bateman Creek.   Coordinated grant agreements; contacted landowners on grant revisions, approval, billings and project management.  

BLM Native Plant Coop:  Coordinated (ongoing) plant deliveries to various projects and attended annual meeting.

Funding Council projects and capacity:  Reviewed and investigated various education resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.

AmeriCorps member:  Worked with Jan on office equipment for AmeriCorps member.  Provided AmeriCorps member orientation and oversight.
Murtaugh Creek grant:  Worked with ODFW personnel on Landowner Incentive Program contract for needed funding in order to commence project.
Meetings and outreach:

Met with McKay Creek landowner re: riparian restoration (3/09)
Prepared for and attended State Forestry Advisory Committee orientation (3/06) and meeting (3/10)  Topics presented included 1) Habitat and Survey Project Final report presentation; 2) Information on 2007 harvest levels; 3) 2007 annual operating plan overview; State Forest Performance Measures.   
Met with RCWP members about potential partnering opportunities.

Prepared for and attended Gales Creek restoration committee meeting (3/03)

Prepared for and attended Gales Creek Invasive Weed Workshop planning meeting (3/13): 
Prepared for and attended Upper West Fork Dairy Creek committee meeting (3/14)

Prepared for and attended Gales Creek Spawning Survey training (3/18)

Attended Washington County CPO meeting to recruit Council member (3/21) 

Met with Gales Creek landowner regarding riparian restoration, etc. (3/28)

Met with CWS re: Stream Stewards program fit with Tree for All.

Attended Native Plant Coop Annual Meeting (3/29) 
Met with Kyle and public relations volunteer, LeeAnn Kreigh (3/30)

Coordinated grant support letters.
Prepare for monthly Ways & Means, Steering Committee and Council meetings.

Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
Vacation scheduled for March 17-22nd.

AmeriCorps Stewardship Activities

NWSA trainings participated in include:  

· Outreach and Volunteer Involvement

· Volunteer Management, Nurturing, and Retention Strategies

· The Restoration Process (Reed College)

Other activities include:

· Tualatin Basin Stewardship Volunteer Leadership Training (Tualatin Hills Nature Center)

· Tree for All, March 4

· Survey redds training at Gales Creek

Trainings in April:

· Plant Communities

· Trail Design, Construction, and Maintenance 

Other happenings in April:  Earth Day, April 22, Assisting at Moonshadow Park.
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