March 2007 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

(Funding provided by the Bureau of Reclamation)

Current 

1) The Council received an OWEB Small Grant funding for the Washington County owned Rippling Waters property riparian enhancement project.  A restoration committee will be formed in April to oversee the project.  
2) FGHS Earth Club members, Tualatin Valley Association of NW Steelheaders members, Council members and other community volunteers planted over 600 trees and shrubs on two March workdays at the Rippling Waters Enhancement project.  
3) The Council will host a mulching, invasive weed removal and litter pickup workday on April 28th SOLV-IT workday at the Rippling Waters site.  

4) April 6 and 7 are the dates for Celebrating Success, Finding Solutions, the Gales Creek Watershed Conference to be held at Pacific University.  Two movies will be shown along with storytelling will occur on Friday night, April 6th.  More information can be found on the Council website, http://trwc.org/gales_conference .
5) Forest Grove High School students and the Student Watershed Research Project will be performing sampling activities during April 2007.
6) Tualatin SWCD is working with landowners on a garlic mustard survey, with treatment to occur in April 2007.
7) The Council will begin work on an in-stream restoration project design with a private landowner in April 2007.
Upcoming

8)
The Coordinator will set and organize a April meeting with other organizations and agencies working in the Gales Creek basin to exchange information, discuss projects and work together and identify on sub-basin issues and funding.

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)

(Technical Assistance funded by Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board)

Current   

1) The Council was awarded an OWEB restoration grant for its West Fork Dairy Creek Restoration Project.  The project will be implemented in September, 2007 following receipt of necessary permits. The project will include removal of two culverts located on Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept. and placement of large wood in the stream channel over a 1.10 mile stream reach located on both public and private lands. 

2) The Council is in the process of submitting a Washington County permit application and has submitted its federal and state permit applications for the West Fork Dairy Creek Restoration Project. 
Upcoming 

3) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought in October 2007 for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.

Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan (Funding from Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Small Grant program)

Current  
1) The Council will sponsor an invasive weed removal workday through SOLV-IT on April 28.
2) The Council will complete its OWEB Small Grant by mid-May 2007.  

Hall Creek Restoration Project (in conjunction with SOLV Team Up program)

Current 

1)  The Council will sponsor a workday through SOLV in May 2007.
2) Kyle Spinks will lead a future work party that will remove a fence on the property. 

3) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program)

Current

1) Design work for a roughened chute fish passage has been reviewed by the Coordinator and ODFW.  The team is currently working on some modifications and identifying additional resources for the project.
Upcoming

2)  Drafting of permits to implement the in-stream design work will begin once other issues are resolved.
OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  

One project application was submitted and approved by the team for the Lake Oswego UCC Drainage Improvements, which provides for drainage/stormwater improvements flowing into Nettle Creek, a tributary of Tryon Creek. 
The next application period is May 1-15, 2007.  

Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Coordinated and obtained plants for March work day.  2) Coordinated and participated with LGC project manager, Council members and volunteers for March workdays.  3) Participated in and co-led Gales Creek Conference Watershed Event planning meetings; contacted various groups to participate and sponsor event; worked with project manager and others on speakers, sponsors, activities, etc. 5) Administered BOR contract. 

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project: 1) Continued preparation of Washington County permits.  2)  Reviewed proposed OWEB grant agreement.  3) Updated and discussed grant work timing with landowners.
Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project: 1) Met with agency partner and consultant on proposed design. 2) Administered grants and invoiced grant funders for consultant work.  
OWEB Small Grants: Coordinated agreements and other matters with OWEB. 

Funding Council projects and capacity.   Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Prepared for and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting. (3/15).

· Participated in Network of Oregon Watershed Council Project Management workshop. (3/05-06)  
· Attended and participated in Garlic Mustard working group. (3/08)

· Prepared for and participated in Rippling Waters March workdays. (3/03 & 3/17).

· Meet with nine Tualatin Basin legislators and provided update on Council activities. (3/05-06)

· Updated Tualatin Valley chapter, Assn. of NW Steelheaders on project status and provided newsletter articles on Council projects. (3/15)
· Attended Washington County Small Woodlands Association meetings and provided updates on Council activities.  (3/28)
· Coordinated and participated in tour with RCM Homes on Bronson Creek Wetlands. (3/21). 

· Attended Policy Steering Committee for Water Feasibility Project. (3/22).

· Participated in planning and implementing Gales Creek Watershed Conference.

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.

Thanks

Thanks to all the Council members, partners and volunteers for all their help on projects and tasks they faithfully perform.
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