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COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

Action Item #2A (highest priority): Promote and implement streambank and riparian restoration.
(Ongoing)

· The Coordinator distributes native plant materials for riparian restoration projects to individuals and Friends groups in the Basin.  The Coordinator delivered native plants in February to a Beaverton Creek restoration site and effort.  These native plants are obtained from the Council’s participation in the Native Plant Coop Nursery.
· The Coordinator, following review by Council partners, submitted a draft proposal for Bureau of Reclamation for the Lower Gales Creek habitat enhancement project.  The Council will review and approve the proposal at its March 2005 meeting.  The proposal includes additional stream studies (geomorphic assessment and large woody debris survey); knotweed and ivy mapping report; riparian planting project; project management; community education and outreach, sharing information with land owners, community residents and Council partners in a sub-basin watershed approach to restoration and education.  The Coordinator will contact the Bureau of Reclamation for its comments the first week of March.

· The Council compiles and distributes via email a monthly calendar, listing and promoting volunteer educational and restoration opportunities.

· The Council and its partners promote the OWEB small grants program, a program which includes the priorities of streambank and riparian restoration.  The Coordinator serves on the Lower Willamette West team which evaluates and approves these grants.

· The Council co-sponsored a February 12, 2005 volunteer workday at Moonshadow Park with Council stakeholder group Tualatin Hills Parks and Recreation District.  Five volunteers removed invasive blackberry from approximately 10,000 square feet to provide previously planted 200 native plants a better survival rate.

· The Council and other Council partners will sponsor an April 23rd volunteer workday at Gales Creek.

Action Item #2B (high priority):  Improve fish passage at identified priority artificial obstructions.

· The Council is working with Oregon State Parks personnel at its Stub Stewart State Park located on West Fork Dairy Creek on a culvert removal (for fish and water quality) and riparian restoration project.  The Coordinator, Council member Dave Sweeney and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife personnel modified a culvert survey evaluation form.  This form will be used by volunteers to evaluate potential fish passage barriers on the Stub Stewart State Park property.  The next steps are to work with Oregon State Parks on logistics for the survey; recruit and train volunteers for doing the survey; and perform the culvert survey. The survey results will aid in prioritizing culvert removal.  The Council will then work with Oregon State Parks personnel to identify and obtain funding for culvert removal and implementing riparian enhancement projects.  Other partners include Trout Unlimited and NW Steelheaders,Tualatin Valley chapters.

The Coordinator met with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) personnel and an interested landowner in improving fish passage in Murtaugh Creek.  (This site is upstream from the Murtaugh Bridge, installed by the Washington County Transportation Operations and Maintenance Division in 2003.)  The Council and ODFW will submit a grant to supplement partial funding which ODFW has obtained for the project.

Action Item #2E (highest priority):  Promote development of management plan for non-indigenous species.

(Ongoing)

· The Council at its August meeting joined with other partners in a four county Cooperative Weed Management Area by entering into and signing a Memo of Understanding.
· The Council’s scope of work for the Bureau of Reclamation contract includes mapping and removal of knotweed and ivy along lower Gales Creek.
· Tualatin Basin Enhancement Coalition (TBEC), of which the Council is a member, is discussing with its partners a regional approach in dealing with nutria, a non-indigenous species, which often devastate and destroy streambank restoration and enhancement work.
Action Item #3 (highest priority):  Develop, support and implement a broad-based education/outreach program focusing on reducing non-point source pollution and improving protection and management of riparian areas.






(Ongoing)

· Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) has established a Naturescaping program in the Tualatin River watershed.  Two classes will be held this spring, March 12 in Beaverton and April 30th in Lake Oswego.  The Coordinator is a member of the committee.  The Coordinator participated in staffing the TB-PAC booth at the Washington County Home Show in February 2005, promoting native plant use and watershed-wise practices. 
· The Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) of which the Council is a member, is working on a media campaign for awareness about pet and waterfowl excrement and its effects on water quality.
· The Coordinator will participate in a “watershed focus” Earth Day on April 16th at Tualatin Hills Nature Park. 
· The Coordinator met with Gales Creek Elementary School staff about how the Council and school could work together to focus on fish knowledge in Gales Creek and its tributaries and also raise watershed health awareness.  The Coordinator will share the Enviro-Scape model, a visual model which demonstrates the point and non-point source pollution with Gales Creek Elementary School students and teachers on April 22nd. 

· The Community Event committee, with assistance from the Council, is planning a Council community event for May 14th 2005.
· The Coordinator met with an Americorps team at Carter Creek to talk about the Tualatin River watershed and the Council.

· The Council is co-sponsoring with the Forest Grove Chamber of Commerce a half day June 2005 tour, Forest to Faucet, focusing on the City of Forest Grove drinking water, water quality and water conservation.

Action Item # 9:  (highest priority): Expand citizen watershed monitoring program.

· The Council is funding the Student Watershed Research Project baseline monitoring on the Roderick Road Bridge/Gales Creek Highway site.  A Forest Grove high school class and teacher twice during the school year perform macro-invertebrate, physical and chemical monitoring.  This element is included in the Council’s proposal to the Bureau of Reclamation for Lower Gales Creek. 
Action Item #5 (higher priority):  Establish a Tualatin Watershed Resource Collection and website.






(Ongoing)

· The Council is “modernizing” its website so that it provides through easier access to the user.  The Council has entered into a contract for this work and continues monthly meeting with Virginia Bruce to implement the website update.

· The Council is exploring possible programs and resources to include information on its website on monitoring sites and monitoring information throughout the basin. 
Action Item #10 (higher priority):  Promote recreation experiences, stewardship.






(Ongoing)

· The Council compiles and distributes through email a monthly calendar which lists and promotes volunteer education and stewardship opportunities in the basin.

COUNCIL OPERATIONS


The Coordinator is a member of the “I Give Where I Live” campaign steering committee.  This public awareness campaign focuses on Tualatin Basin nonprofit organizations to provide information on contributing and volunteering opportunities.  The Council was included in a Giving Guide published by Community Newspapers on December 9, 2004 and the Council has information listed on the website (igivewhereilive.net).  The Coordinator is also a member of the affiliation committee, which assists groups in affiliating with the campaign.

The Coordinator spoke to the West Oregon City Watersheds group that is in the process of forming a watershed council.

Organizational

The Council Ways and Means committee is focusing on building a strategic funding plan and reviewing potential grants for which to apply.

Debby DeCarlo, has volunteered to write articles for the Council.

The Coordinator and Chair will meet with OWEB watershed council support grant reviewers on March 7th to provide clarification about the Council’s grant.

The Coordinator continues to initiate and follow up on Council member recruitment and prepare new Council member orientation materials.

The Coordinator is working on opportunities for the Council to meet with elected officials about the purpose and work of the Council.  

The Coordinator is working with Council members and other Council partners in updating the Action Plan implementation update, last updated in 2002.

The Coordinator continues to respond to requests for documents, information and Council activities and makes referrals to appropriate agencies and groups.

Metro Cooper Mountain Regional Park Public Awareness Committee Meeting, 1/19/2005

Transportation study: Washington County has completed a traffic impacts study in the area.  Metro will hire a consultant to describe current traffic in the area, as well as year 2020 estimates of the traffic.

Operations and Maintenance:  Costs are estimated at $260k per year for staffing and renewal/replacement of facilities.  Metro will be the site manager, but is exploring opportunities with Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District to partner on operations and maintenance at the park.

Trail monitoring and maintenance will be one of the least expensive maintenance costs, but it’s also a low priority.

Each of the two entrances will have locking gates, possibly electronic.  Such a system has is in place at Chinook Landing and is effective.  Wildfire prevention practices include mowing, spot spraying, and thinning the conifer forest as it ages.

Picnicking will be first come first served.  No barbeques facilities will be available, though private barbeques will be allowed in the picnic areas.

The Nature House will accommodate school and environmental education.

Staffing is expected to include a total of 2.5 FTE divided between 4 staff.   Volunteers will be crucial in the operations.

Respectfully submitted to the Tualatin River Watershed Council by Kyle Spinks, 1/31/2005
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