February 2009 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan (Funding provided in part by the Bureau of Reclamation)

Projects and Activities:

A.  Riparian and Uplands Invasive Weed Removal and Planting Project on Washington County owned property (Rippling Waters)
Project Description:  The Council received OWEB Small Grant funding for an enhancement project on the 20 acre Washington County owned property.  The grant term is from December 1, 2006-2008. Prior onsite work from 2004-2006 included community volunteer invasive plant removal, Clean Water Services contracted crew treatment of Japanese knotweed (2006-07) and Tualatin SWCD contracted crew treatment of garlic mustard (2007). Work during 2007 included planting over 1200 native shrubs and trees, picking up 240 pounds of trash and removing several hundred pounds of invasive weeds. The site has received recognition as a demonstration site for invasive weed removal and restoration activities by the Four County Cooperative Weed Management Area.  
1) High waters in early December 2007 transported two to six inches of sediment onto the site. During winter/spring 2008, 127 volunteers planted and mulched over 760 native plant stakes, shrubs and trees and dug invasive garlic mustard and English ivy. In June 2008, Washington County personnel treated blackberries located on the project site.
2) Fall 2008 activities included Pacific University student participation in invasive weed projects.  The Council is receiving assistance from Council member Autumn Bryant for oversight of invasive blackberry treatment and planting onsite from its OWEB Small Grant funds for this project.  The grant ended November 30, 2008 with the work completed and the grant completion forms submitted.  
3) Winter/spring 2009 activities will include plant mulching and flagging as well as ongoing invasive plant species removal.
B.  Student Watershed Research Project – Water Quality Monitoring.  
1)
 Forest Grove High School students and the Student Watershed Research Project performed water sampling activities in October 2008 and will sample again in spring 2009 on two Gales Creek sites. 
C.  In-Stream and Riparian Planting Project with private landowner 
1) Private landowner and the Council submitted an OWEB restoration grant application for a project that will remove a farm road along the stream and expand the riparian area, place large wood in the stream to create more pool habitat benefiting fish, create several amphibian ponds, and plant the riparian areas with native plants, (the planting portion will be through Tualatin SWCD programs). OWEB has provided the grant funding requested.  Due to permit issuance, project logistics and the weather window, implementation of the project was postponed until July 2009, all needed permits are obtained, but over the next months project materials will be transported to the site.  The project design was funded through Bureau of Reclamation monies.
D. Spawning Surveys 
1) 
Council members and community volunteers participated in a fall 2007 and spring 2008 spawning survey training sponsored by ODFW and the Council. The surveys, now being conducted and also from November 2007-May 2008, will help document fish presence in Gales Creek and tributaries.  Another training session is planned for February 28, 2009.
E.  Invasive Plant Species Survey and Treatment
1)
Tualatin SWCD completed its work with landowners on a garlic mustard survey and treatment on the Gales Creek five mile stream reach. Council member Clean Water Services’ contracted crews treated and re-treated knotweed in several sections of the reach in fall 2007 and are re-treating both knotweed and garlic mustard during 2008.

F.  Projects within the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan reach
1)
During January and February 2008, the Council coordinator, ODFW personnel and the Council consultant visited with landowners within the five mile reach and observed the effects from the December 2008 high water events to re-evaluate and develop proposed projects. A restoration committee was held on March 20 that discussed several Gales Creek projects and prioritized potential projects. In October 2008, the consultant began designing projects on several prioritized potential projects and will request input on design from the committee in March 2009.
G.  Other Activities
1)  Working with landowners Oregon Department of Forestry and Stimson Lumber Co. and partner Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Council submitted an OWEB restoration grant application that would fund placement of 100 logs on a one mile stream reach in the North Fork Gales Creek watershed.  The OWEB Review Team met onsite on November 13.  Decision regarding the grant funding will occur in spring 2009.
Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Technical Assistance and Restoration Grants, and Oregon Parks and Recreation Department funding)  
Project Description:  The Council was awarded an OWEB restoration grant in March 2007 for its West Fork Dairy Creek Restoration Project. The project includes removal of two culverts and road fills located at L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park and placement of large wood in the stream channel over a 1.10 mile West Fork Dairy Creek stream reach located on both public and private lands.  

       Past Activities:

1) During October and November 2007, the culverts and road fills on a tributary of and the main stem West Fork Dairy Creek were removed, the stream corridors rebuilt, eight logs placed in the West Fork Dairy Creek stream corridor and the roads approaches sub-soiled. The road fill and culvert on the tributary stream were removed and the road approaches sub-soiled. Both fill sites were graded and the fill sites and riparian areas were hydro-seeded and mulched.
2) On November 26, 2007, 218 logs were placed by Columbia Helicopters, in the 1.1 mile West Fork Dairy Creek stream reach. Project oversight of these activities was conducted by Bio-Surveys, LLC.  
3) A number of the project partners were recognized at the December 2007 and the February 2008 Council meeting.

4) Community volunteers planted over 900 container and bare root trees and shrubs on the fill and riparian project areas in spring 2008. Additional hydro-seeding and mulching by a contractor was completed in April, 2008. 
5) The Coordinator provided a presentation on the project to 35 campers on July 12 as part of a Stub Stewart State Park campground program.  
Upcoming 

6) ODFW conducted a stream habitat survey this past spring and will conduct a fish survey as part of the monitoring following the culvert removal and log placement.
Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Fish Passage Grant program)
Project Description:  The Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project will restore fish passage over a three foot dam structure and provide access for native cutthroat and winter steelhead trout to 1 ½ to 2 miles of high value habitat. The passage will be through installation of five weir/pool structures that mimic natural pools.
       Current Activities:  

1) Funding for the passage project is provided by the Salmon Habitat Fund, ODFW Landowner Incentive Program and from ODFW Fish Passage Program.  Phase 2 of the ODFW LIP grant is being processed. A donation of boulders (from ODOT) to build the weir pools was identified. 
2)  Necessary federal, state and local permits were issued and required extensions obtained.  
3)  A contractor was selected, boulders transported to the site, fish salvage performed and nets secured, dewatering and diversion of the stream completed, building of the five weir pool structures, and seeding of the disturbed site areas were completed during September and October.  A writer for The Nature Conservancy met with the design consultant and Council coordinator onsite to prepare a story on the project as a Salmon Habitat Fund project to be featured in an upcoming PGE “Green” newsletter
4)  Council and other community volunteers planted disturbed site areas with native plants in December 6, 2008.

Upcoming

5)  The Council coordinator is working to finalize permit reports and will work with others on planning and conducting tours of the project.
OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope. The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established. The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  

The next grant application deadline is February 15-28, 2009.  
Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek Projects: 
A – Rippling Waters:  Set and coordinating March 7 and April 18, 2009 work party dates. 

D – Spawning Surveys.  Set Feb 28 additional spawning survey training.
F –LCGEP projects with GC landowners.  Met with landowners to discuss concepts for one potential projects.  

G – Projects with other GC landowners:  Contacted OWEB, landowners, ODFW on OWEB review team ranking on grant application for large wood project (4 out of 18).

Administered BOR contract.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project:  1) Submitted final billings to funding entities on project billings and reports, paid contractors.  2) Completing needed reports and inspections.  3) Administered grants.
OWEB Small Grants:  Coordinated with landowners on fiscal agent grant aspects in which the Council is the applicant.  Worked with other team member and school team on grant application.  Followed up on Year Two reports from past grants.  
Funding Council projects and capacity.  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Attend Four County Weed Management Area (CWMA) meeting. (2/03)
· Attend and participate in Fisher Farms tour. (2/06)

· Attend Lori Hennings’ presentation “State of the Tualatin River Watershed” (2/10)

·  Prepared for and participated in Council sub-committee meetings. (2/12/, 2/17, 2/26)
· Prepared for and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting. (2/19)
· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
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