January 2008 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

Current

(Funding provided in part by the Bureau of Reclamation)

A.  Riparian and Uplands Invasive Weed Removal and Planting Project on Washington County owned property (Rippling Waters)

1) The Council received OWEB Small Grant funding for an enhancement project on the 20 acre Washington County owned Rippling Waters property.  The grant term is from December 2006-2008.  Prior onsite work from 2004-2006 included community volunteer invasive plant removal, Clean Water Services contracted crew treatment of Japanese knotweed (2006-07) and Tualatin SWCD contracted crew treatment of garlic mustard (2007).  Over 1200 native shrubs and trees were planted in winter/spring 2007.  27 community volunteers participated at an October 20, 2007 work day that picked up 240 pounds of trash and removed several hundred pounds of invasive weeds.  
2) High waters in early December 2007 transported two to six inches of sediment onto the site.  The next workdays are scheduled for February 9, March 8 (both with Scouts as part of the Guy Miller planting activities) and April 19, 2008 (SOLV-IT).  Work days will include planting native stakes and other native plants and shoring up native plants from earlier plantings.

3) Forest Grove High School biology students with their teacher, Ms. Cherie Kinnersley, will take on monitoring and tracking the reappearance of garlic mustard, an invasive plant species, onsite this winter and spring.

4) The Coordinator met with various members of the Council restoration committee onsite during January to determine winter/spring activities and work for the project.  The Coordinator also provided a tour to the four-county Cooperative Weed Management Area group who may recognize the site as a demonstration site for invasive weed removal and restoration activities.
B. Student Watershed Research Project 

1)
 Forest Grove High School students and the Student Watershed Research Project performed water sampling activities on October 23, 2007 on two Gales Creek sites and will sample again in April 2008.
C.  In-Stream and Riparian Planting Project (private land)

1) The Council submitted an OWEB restoration grant application for a project that will remove a farm road along the stream and expand the riparian area, place large wood in the stream to create more pool habitat benefiting fish, create several amphibian ponds, and plant the riparian areas with native plants, (the planting phase will be through Tualatin SWCD programs).  The Council will learn in March 2008 about this project’s OWEB funding status.  The project, if funded, will be implemented in summer 2008.  The project design was funded through Bureau of Reclamation monies.
D. Spawning Surveys 
1) 
Council members and community volunteers participated in an October 27 half-day spawning survey training sponsored by ODFW and the Council.  The surveys, to be conducted from November 2007-May 2008, will help document fish presence in Gales Creek and tributaries.  Several participants have surveyed a number of the stream reaches to identify spawning Coho salmon.  
2)  A training session for winter steelhead/lamprey spawning surveys is planned for winter/spring 2008.

E.  Invasive Plant Species
1)
Tualatin SWCD completed its work with landowners on a garlic mustard survey and treatment on the Gales Creek five mile stream reach.  Council member Clean Water Services’ contracted crews treated and re-treated knotweed in several sections of the reach in fall 2007 and will re-treat both knotweed and garlic mustard during 2008.
F.  Projects within the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

1)
During January and February 2008, the Council coordinator, ODFW personnel and the council consultant visited with landowners within the five mile reach and the effects from the December 2008 high water events to re-evaluate proposed projects.  
G.  Other Activities
1) Gales Creek Elementary School third grade students took water samples at Ihler Creek on October 23rd, 2007 with the assistance from Joyce Sauber and Jena Lemke. 
2) The Coordinator and other agency and organization personnel working in the Gales Creek basin met on June 22, 2007 to exchange information and discuss current work or projects and working together on identified sub-basin issues and funding.  Several areas were identified on which the group could focus.

3) The Council held a successful Celebrating Success, Finding Solutions, Gales Creek Watershed Conference on April 6 and 7, 2007.  More information can be found on the Council website, http://trwc.org/gales_conference .
Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Technical Assistance and Restoration Grants, and Oregon Parks and Recreation Department funding)

Current   

1) The Council was awarded an OWEB restoration grant in March 2007 for its West Fork Dairy Creek Restoration Project.  The project includes removal of two culverts and road fills located at L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park and placement of large wood in the stream channel over a 1.10 mile stream reach located on both public and private lands.  

2) During October and November 2007, the culverts and road fills on the main stem West Fork Dairy Creek were removed, the stream corridor rebuilt, eight logs placed in the stream corridor and the roads approaches sub-soiled. The road fill and culvert on the tributary stream were removed and the road approaches sub-soiled.  Both fill sites were graded and the fill and re-graded areas were hydro-seeded and mulched.
3) On November 26, 2007, 218 logs were placed by Columbia Helicopters, Inc in the 1.1 mile stream reach.  Project oversight of these activities was conducted by Bio-Surveys, LLC.  
4) A number of the project partners were recognized at the December 2007 and also will be recognized at the February 2008 Council meeting.
Upcoming 

5) TRWC with community, ANWS and OPRD volunteers will plant trees and shrubs in the re-graded riparian areas in the winter and spring of 2008.
6) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought in the future for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining fish passage barrier culverts located within the park.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program)

Current

1) The committee met on July 26, 2007 to discuss project design and other issues that will result in a successful fish passage project.  A biological opinion is necessary for the project so a biological assessment will be developed and submitted to the NFMS/NOAA Fisheries.  
2) Funding for additional expense and materials for the passage project has been sought from the Salmon Habitat Fund and from ODFW Fish Passage fund to implement the project.  The Council received and signed an amendment from SHF and is awaiting a grant agreement from ODFW Fish Passage funds.  A donation of boulders (from ODOT) to build the weir pools was identified.  The Coordinator submitted in January the application needed for the LIP Phase 2 funds for project construction.  Implementing the project is scheduled for summer 2008.  
Upcoming

3)  Drafting of permits to implement the fish passage project will begin once other issues are resolved and funding secured.
OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  

The next grant application deadline is Feb 15-29, 2008.  Two grant applications were received during the team’s last application period and both were approved for funding.  1)  The Keller-Council Crest Restoration project will remove invasive plant species and plant native plants on two parcels of uplands totaling 50 acres in southwest Portland.  The grant application is through West Multnomah SWCD and being overseen by Three Rivers Conservancy.  
2)  Blue Heron Park Enhancement project will remove invasive plant species and plant native species on a two acre riparian parcel located on a tributary of Summer Creek in Tigard.  The grant application is through Tualatin River Watershed Council with Blue Heron Park Homeowners Association overseeing the work.
Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek project: 1) Met at Rippling Waters site to assess conditions following high water inundation, plan activities, discuss plantings and develop and implement pro-active invasive weed strategy. 2)  Planned and prepared for February 9 planting activities. 3) Met with CWMA team regarding site as a recognized demonstration site. 4) Contacted and coordinated landowner visits to reassess potential projects with ODFW personnel and Council consultant. 5) Administered BOR contract. 6) Contacted landowner outside of five mile reach regarding culvert replacement.
Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project: 1) Submitted invoices to OWEB for payment.  2)  Followed up on site conditions following high water events.  3) Prepared recognitions of various project partners for February 2008 council meeting.  4) Follow up on finalization of grading permit.
Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project: 1) Prepared and submitted LIP phase 2 grant application to ODFW. 2) Followed up on ODFW Fish Screening and Passage grant application status. 3) Obtained signatures on Salmon Habitat Funds amendment and extension. 4) Followed up on passage plan and requirement for federal agency review.  
OWEB Small Grants:  Worked with The Wetlands Conservancy on submittal of project completion report, signage, etc.  Discussed potential projects with several interested landowners.    

Funding Council projects and capacity.   Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Participated in and helped coordinate Council Strategic Planning Session (1/12).
· Participated in Willamette Restoration Roundtable Meeting. (1/15)
· Prepared for and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting. (1/17)
· Meeting onsite with Blue Heron Park HOA members regarding OWEB small grant award.  (1/21)

· Participated in VAN Sustainability Summit wrap-up. (1/23)

· Attended TRK Annual Meeting. (1/27)

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
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