January 2007 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan

(Funding provided by the Bureau of Reclamation)

Current 

1) The 2006-08 Gales Creek sub-basin work proposal for work in the Gales Creek sub-basin was signed with the Bureau of Reclamation.  Sub-contracts are being prepared for Ric Balfour and Associates, Swanson Hydrology and Geomorphology and Student Watershed Research Program.  
2) The Council received OWEB Small Grant funding for the Washington County owned Rippling Waters property riparian enhancement project.   Washington County is reviewing and will sign a Memo of Agreement for the project.  A restoration committee will be formed shortly to oversee the project.  
3) Cub and Boy Scouts will be planting trees and shrubs on February 3, 2007 at the Rippling Waters Enhancement project under the direction of Ric Balfour, Lower Gales Creek project manager, the Coordinator and Council members and volunteers.  

4) The Council submitted an application for the April 28th SOLV-IT workday for the Rippling Waters site.  

5) The Gales Creek Watershed conference planning committee has met several times, is working on conference details and has chose April 7 a conference date. 

Upcoming

6)
The Coordinator will contact other organizations working in the Gales Creek sub-basin to meet to exchange information, discuss projects and work together and identify on sub-basin issues and funding.

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek Culvert Removal, Replacement and Stream Enhancement Project (also know as L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park Project)

(Technical Assistance funded by Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board)

Current   

1) The Coordinator and others met with the OWEB Restoration Review Team on December 13th at L.L. ‘Stub’ Stewart State Park for a site visit.  An OWEB restoration grant application for removal of two culverts and enhancement of 1.08 mile stream reach on main fork of West Fork Dairy Creek was submitted October 16th to OWEB.  Grant results will be announced in April 2007.

2) The Council is finishing its OWEB Technical Assistance grant.
3) The state and federal permits for the culvert removal and stream enhancement activities will be filed with the Army Corps and DSL shortly.  The Coordinator working with others will prepare and submit required Washington County applications. The Coordinator and partners will continue their collaborative partnerships to implement the proposed work.

Upcoming 

4) A technical assistance grant or other funding will be sought for obtaining a review and recommendations for the remaining culverts located within the park.

Moonshadow Park Enhancement Plan (Funding from Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Small Grant program)

Current  
1) A February 17, 2007 workday is scheduled at Moonshadow Park.  Kyle Spinks will be leading the workday.  

2) Over 20 Beaverton High School students (Eco-Club and National Honor Society) were active in the December 2006 work day.  

3) On October 21, over 600 plants and shrubs and 500 slough sedge were planted by 29 volunteers including 13 youth volunteers from Beaverton High School Eco-Club, volunteers from Oak Tree Digital and neighbors.
Upcoming

4) The Council will sponsor a workday through SOLV-IT on April 28.
5) The Council will complete its OWEB Small Grant by mid-May 2007.  

Hall Creek Restoration Project (in conjunction with SOLV Team Up program)

Current 

1)  The Council will sponsor a workday through SOLV in May 2007.
2) On October 21st, 15 volunteers, high school students from Catlin Gable and Jesuit High School planted 235 shrubs and trees.  

3) Kyle Spinks will lead a future work party that will remove a fence on the property. 

4) A neighbor, SOLV staff, and Kyle Spinks met to discuss adding almost an acre of the neighbor’s property to the existing restoration project.  This will bring the total acreage of the restoration project to 1.4 acres and will now include more riparian areas as well as upland habitats.

Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project (Funding from Salmon Habitat Fund and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Landowner Incentive Program)

Current

1) Design work for a roughened chute fish passage has been reviewed by the Coordinator and ODFW.  The team is currently working on some modifications and identifying additional resources for the project.
Upcoming

2)  Drafting of permits to implement the in-stream design work will begin Spring 2007.

2007 Tualatin Basin Stakeholder gathering – on hold. 

OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope.  The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established.  The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  (Clackamas County SWCD is also eligible to be a team member, but since it has five watersheds within its county, it has limited its participation in the team.)  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  

The next application period is February 1-15, 2007.  

Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek project:  1) Coordinated necessary paperwork for Rippling Waters Enhancement project grant.  2)  Prepared Memo of Agreement for Washington County review and signature.  3)  Coordinated and obtained plants for Feb 3, 2007 work day.  4) Coordinated with LGC project manager, Council members and volunteers for Feb 3 workday.  5)  Participated in and co-led Gales Creek Conference Watershed Event planning meetings; contacted various groups to participate; worked with project manager and others on speakers, sponsors, activities, etc. 6) Conferred with BOR and Council for 2006-07 BOR contract. 7) Prepared and sent out SWRP sub-contract.  8) Administered BOR contract. 

Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project: 1) Coordinated signatures and attachments on DSL/Corp permit materials and submitted for ODFW signature. 2)  Met with Washington County planning staff regarding Washington County permits required.  3) Began work on completing OWEB Technical Assistance grant paperwork.
Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage project: 1) Met with agency partner and consultant on proposed design. 2) Administered grants and invoiced grant funders for consultant work.  
OWEB Small Grants: 1) Bateman Creek Culvert Removal and Bridge Replacement: Made final payments, wrote project story and began distribution.  2) Moonshadow Park Enhancement Project: Received request for 60% of grant funds. Coordinated agreements and other matters with OWEB. 

Funding Council projects and capacity.   Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:

· Participated in meeting examining producing or better use of existing  Sustainability video. (1/05)

· Coordinated with Tualatin SWCD on presentations for OWEB meeting; prepared and gave Council presentation at OWEB meeting. (1/24)

· Planned, coordinated and oversaw OWEB Reception. (1/24) 

· Prepared for and facilitated Steering Committee Meeting (1/18).

· Participated in and assisted with VAN Sustainability Summit (1/26)

· Met with Council intern re: update of Action Plan implementation, other matters.

· Met with Council volunteers regarding Council projects, assistance, etc.

· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.

Thanks

Thanks to Bernadette Graham-Hudson and Paul Johnson for their invaluable technical assistance and advice on a number of projects. 

Thanks to all the Council members, partners and volunteers for all their help on projects and tasks they faithfully perform.
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