January 2012 Tualatin River Watershed Council project updates

Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan 
Overview:  The Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan evaluated a four mile stream reach of Gales Creek and identified potential restoration projects, such as in-stream complexity, floodplain connection and riparian within the reach.  Activities and projects are funded in part by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
Projects and Activities:

A.  Riparian and Uplands Invasive Weed Removal and Planting Project on Washington County owned property (Rippling Waters)
Project Description:  The Council and partners have worked on this 20 acre Washington County owned demonstration site since 2004 with community volunteers and Council partner focusing on invasive weed treatment/removal and planting native trees and shrubs.  Funding for the project has included an OWEB Small Grant.  The site has received recognition as a demonstration site for invasive weed removal and restoration activities by the Four County Cooperative Weed Management Area.  The Cascade Environmental Corps installed native plant stakes on the floodplain on November 29, 2011.  
B.  Student Watershed Research Project – Water Quality Monitoring.  
1)
Forest Grove High School students and the Student Watershed Research Project performed water parameter activities Gales Creek on October 10, with the next monitoring activities to be in performed in April 2012.  Information gathered is used for trends monitoring. 
C. Spawning Surveys 
1) 
 Spawning survey training was held on October 22, 2011 with 25 volunteers and landowners surveying for spawning Coho salmon.  The 2011 Coho run passing through Willamette Falls fish ladder was 1/6th of the number in 2009 and 2010.
D.  Invasive Plant Species Survey and Treatment
1)
Council member Clean Water Services’ contracted crews continue to treated and re-treated knotweed and garlic mustard in the Gales Creek sub-basin.  
Contracted crews paid for by CWS have treated both garlic mustard and Japanese knotweed in June and August. 13 Pacific University students picked up 2 backs of trash and pulled 13 bags on English ivy on August 27 and 4 Pacific University students working with a TRWC volunteer picked up 4 bags of trash and 10 bags of invasive English ivy.  Other workdays will be held to continue removal of invasive English ivy.  
E.  Projects within the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan reach
1) During summer 2009, a private landowner and the Council implemented a project that removed a farm road along the stream and expanded the riparian area, placed large wood in the stream to create more pool habitat benefiting fish, created several amphibian areas, through an OWEB restoration grant.  2.5 acres of riparian area was planted with native plants, through Tualatin SWCD programs.  The project design was funded through Bureau of Reclamation monies.  The grant term finished December 31, 2010 with monitoring and maintenance ongoing. 
2) The Council working with landowners has obtained a 60% design plans for a secondary channel and bank stabilization.  An OWEB grant application was submitted for the project and was not recommended for funding.  Options will be reviewed to see how the work might be implemented.
3) Council partners met with a landowner within the stream reach to discuss a project that will include large wood placement, secondary channel and floodplain connections, invasive weed treatment and riparian planting.  An OWEB grant application was submitted October 17 for the large wood and road decommissioning activities with a project site tour for grant funder review team members held on Nov 17, 2011.  The grant funder review team’s recommendation “to fund, but the ranking of the project was 11 of 12, probably resulting in the project not being funded.
4)  The Plan’s oversight committee met on November 14 to discuss projects for current and future funding.  The Restoration & Enhancement Committee and the TRWC coordinator will work on project and activity descriptions to submit to BOR and to begin planning on Gales Creek Restoration Action Plan.
Other Gales Creek Projects and Activities
1)  Working with landowners Oregon Department of Forestry and Stimson Lumber Co. and partner Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Council was awarded an OWEB restoration grant application that funded placement of 100 was logs on a one mile stream reach in the North Fork Gales Creek watershed during Sept 2009.  The Hillsboro High School students planted over 1050 conifers at the project site on February 25, 2010.   The project has been completed with the grant report submitted November 30, 2010.  Project monitoring will continue over the next five years, with updated report and photos submitted to OWEB the first, third and fifth years.

2)  Working with landowners Oregon Department of Forestry and Oregon Department of Transportation and partner Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Council submitted in October 2009 an OWEB restoration grant application that funded placement of large wood in a one mile stream in upper Gales Creek.  Approximately 106 trees were placed in Sept 2010 in the stream reach.  Planting of 600 conifers using a contracted crew, with the work inspected and photo points monitoring sites selected. During the 2011 in-water work period, 67 whole trees/logs were placed in a .3 mile main stem upper Gales Creek stream reach.  Planting in disturbed areas and on the decommissioned road will occur during winter 2012.
3)  The Council is working with private landowners on securing funding for design and implementation of a project that would remove three road crossings and replaced with bridges or culverts.  The Council was awarded an OWEB technical assistance grant, selected a consultant and has obtained 50% design plans for review by TRWC technical advisory group in March and in April 2011.  Discussion in process to decide on type of road crossings to replace current road crossings.
4) 
A Dorman Ponds’ clean up workday was held on Sept 17, 2011, with 6 bags of trash collected.
Other Projects
1) Dairy-McKay sub-basin.  The Council applied for Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Regional Area Committee (RAC) funding for identification, assessment and prioritization of fish passage barrier culverts located on private lands.  The committee recommended funding of the project.  The award monies may be available in January 2012.  The Restoration and Enhancement Committee will set up a schedule to begin its mapping review this winter.
2) Freshwater Mussel Surveys.   The Council partnered with Xerces Society on September 8 on a Gales Creek main stem reach to sample for freshwater mussels. 5 Council members participated.  A western pearl shell mussel shell was found in the reach.     
OWEB Small Grant program

The OWEB Small Grant program provides funds for on the ground restoration projects, usually small in scope. The Lower Willamette West (LWW) OWEB Small Grant team reviews and recommends submitted grant applications for funding, based on watershed priorities it has established. The Lower Willamette West area is located west of the Willamette River, from Wilsonville to its confluence with the Tualatin River, west to the Tualatin Basin watershed boundaries and north to and including Sauvie Island.  

The LWW team is composed of Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Oswego Lake Watershed Council, Tryon Creek Watershed Council and Tualatin River Watershed Council.  Soil and water conservation districts and watershed councils act as applicants and fiscal agents for landowners who seek funding for restoration projects.  The team is accepting grant applications for the two submittal period, January 15-30, 2012. The Council is currently working with several landowners/organizations to prepare grant applications for the second quarterly application period.  One grant application for riparian restoration located on a Fanno Creek tributary with two Tigard HOAs was submitted and approved.
Council Outreach Activities:

Working with Kinnaman Elementary School teacher and TRWC member regarding water quality monitoring and potential planting project - on hold.
Coordinator Activities

Lower Gales Creek Projects: 
F – Coordinated billings for Bureau of Reclamation FY 2011 funding.   
Other Gales Creek Projects

1) North Fork Gales Creek project site.  Continue site monitoring and completing on first year report and photo-points.  Visit site with Council member re: large wood embedment.
2)  Main Stem Gales Creek Large Wood Project.  Large wood placement occurred in September 2010; future activities include planting in winter 2011.  600 bare root conifers planted by contracted crew in March.  On June 23, surveyed project sites and took pre-project photos prior to large wood on upper main stem project for this summer.  Visit site during Sept 2011 large wood placement in .3 mile stream reach and took photo point pictures.  Conferred and established planting density in disturbed areas for winter 2012.
3)  Clear Creek restoration project.  Submitted OWEB restoration grant application for large wood placement on October 18, 2010.  The project has been recommended by the OWEB Review Team for funding.  
4)  A grant application for Gales Creek watershed data analysis and watershed action plan was resubmitted to OWEB on April 18, 2011 and was not recommended for funding.  
Other projects:   
1) Upper Fanno Creek technical assistance.    Through a partnership with the Southwest Water Resource Center, Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc, TRWC and the Hayhurst neighbors, a FISH grant application was submitted to West Multnomah SWCD for a Pendleton Creek project and approved.  Invasive weed treatment has begun with planting to occur in winter 2012.  The Council will act as fiscal agent.  
2)   Watershed Councils located wholly or partially in Clackamas County meet quarterly with Clackamas County SWCD staff and explored coordinated opportunities to work together in the future.  Opportunities discussed at Dec 6 meeting.  Plan to work with CC SWCD and west side watershed councils on EDRR and garlic mustard/Japanese knotweed awareness and treatment.
3)  Ordering containers plants for winter 2012 planting through participation with the Native Plant Co-op nursery, nka NW Restoration Partnership; report for 2010-11 completed and submitted.  Participated in December meeting in Tillamook.  Submitted order for 2012 native plants.
4)  West Fork Dairy Creek Restoration Project: monitoring for year 3 report.  
5)  Murtaugh Creek Fish Passage Project:  monitoring.
OWEB Small grants:  Work with various landowners on beginning, middle and completion of small grant projects and year two reports.  Work with landowners and project managers regarding potential projects for first and second grant application submittal cycles.
Funding Council projects and capacity.  Reviewed and researched various restoration resources and funding sources for Council and other basin projects.  

Meetings, outreach and other tasks:
· Prepare for and facilitate TRWC committee meetings (1/09, 1/10, 1/19 & 1/24)

· Coordinate tasks with OSU interns.
· Attend Local Area Community meeting re: agricultural water quality in the Tualatin Basin. (1/19)
· Participate in Tualatin Basin Early Detection Rapid Response meeting. (1/17)
· Distribute TRWC website update design RFP.
· Work with Council members on transfer of files and programs from “old TRWC computer” to “new TRWC computer.”
· Meet with potential TRWC volunteer/intern.
· Responded to inquiries and requests, office and fiscal management, etc.
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