


TUALATIN RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL



COUNCIL ACTIVITIES’ REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2005

Action Item #2A (highest priority):  Promote and implement streambank and riparian restoration.







·  Moonshadow Park Riparian Enhancement Project:  The project, Moonshadow Park, is located on Ash Creek, a tributary of Fanno Creek.  Beaverton Eco-Club and neighbors at the November 2005 volunteer workday performed cuttings for plant propagation on the site. Working with neighbors and Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District, the project will enhance two acres of riparian and uplands areas over the next two years and maintain and monitor two previously enhanced acres. 

· Upper West Fork Dairy Creek project:  The project is located on a 2.7 mile reach of upper West Fork Dairy Creek within L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.  In-stream enhancement activities will follow removal of two high priority culverts and replacement of a third high priority culvert.  A technical assistance grant application for plans and design for removing two culverts and replacing a third culvert, stream enhancement activities, and obtaining permits was submitted in October 2005.  

· Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Project: This project is located within a four mile stretch of Gales Creek.  As one of several projects described in the Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan, this project’s current focus is removing invasive English ivy.  Volunteers at the October 2005 workday removed 10 cubic yards of invasive English ivy and Himalayan blackberry.  Draft copies of stream dynamics, large wood debris survey and invasive weed mapping will be completed in December.  Future plans include removal of invasive plant species, continued treatment of Japanese knotweed, and planting to increase the number of native plants on the site.  

· Tools for identifying main steam and sub-basin stream reaches for restoration:  The matrix of Priority Stream Reaches has been completed with the assistance of the Natural Resources Conservation Service staff and Portland State University Environmental Management Masters Degree candidates.  A presentation will be given at upcoming December Council meeting. 

· Native plant materials to be furnished for Carter Creek, Beaverton Creek and other basin restoration projects.  The Council participates as a partner in the BLM Native Plant Coop Nursery which propagates and grows native plants for restoration projects.  

· Promotion of volunteer basin restoration opportunities through a monthly calendar featured on the Council website. 

· Participation in Lower Willamette West OWEB Small Grant team, a program which funds on the ground restoration projects, includes stream bank and riparian restoration as high priorities in the Lower Willamette West area. 
Action Item #2E (highest priority):  Promote development of management plan for non-indigenous species.

· Participation as a member of the four county Cooperative Weed Management Area group.

· Mapping knotweed and English ivy locations in a four mile reach of lower Gales Creek as part of implementation of Lower Gales Creek Habitat Enhancement Plan. From the report, a plan will be developed for treatment, monitoring and maintenance.
Action Item #3 (highest priority): Develop, support and implement a broad-based education/outreach program focusing on reducing non-point source pollution and improving protection and management of riparian areas.

· Council outreach event - A Watershed Event-2005 and the Council videos (copies available from the Council office) focused on how citizens can get reduce non-point source pollution and improve protection and management of riparian areas.
· Participation as member of Tualatin Basin Public Awareness Committee (TB-PAC) which a) funds and promotes Naturescaping programs in the Tualatin River watershed and b) is developing a media campaign for awareness about pet and waterfowl excrement and its effects on water quality.
Action Item #9 (highest priority):  Expand existing watershed monitoring programs to broaden citizen involvement and to create greater awareness.

· Sponsorship of a Gales Creek’s monitoring project through the Student Watershed Research Program.  Forest Grove High School biology classes performed their first 2005-2006 monitoring on October 18, 2005.
· Recruiting and training of citizen stewardship groups for monitoring and maintenance activities on restoration projects will be the focus of Northwest Service Academy Americorps member, who will begin January 2006.

Action Item #5 (higher priority):  Establish a Tualatin Watershed Resource Collection and website.

· Council updated website includes new features such as watershed resources for landowners, watershed assessments and a “just for kids” section.
· Updated Council brochure promotes resources available.
Action Item #10 (higher priority):  Promote recreation experiences that foster watershed stewardship.

· Opportunities are listed on a monthly calendar featured on the Council website. 

Action Item #2E (high priority):  Improve fish passage at identified priority artificial obstructions.


· Submission of a grant application to modify a fish passage barrier structure and provide stream enhancement on Murtaugh Creek, a tributary of East Fork Dairy Creek in partnership with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and a private landowner. 
· Submission of a technical assistance grant application for design, plan and permitting that will remove two high priority fish barrier culverts and replace a third high priority culvert, located on upper West Fork Dairy Creek within L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.
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